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On Truft in the Providence of God, and Benevilence
to his Poor. - -

My Dear Fr zezm' "“
THE more I think of the point you pro-

poled to me, the more I am confirmed to

renew the advice I then gave. "There is
doubtlefs fach a thmg as Chriftian prudence ; but,
my friend, beware of counterfeits. Self_—-lovc, and
the 'evil heart of unbelief, will endeavour to ob-
trude upon us a prudence fo called, which is' as
oppofite to the formier as darknefs to licht. I do
not fay, that, now you have a wife, and the pPro-
pelt of a famlly, you are {tri&ly bouid to comi-
mumcuc with the poor in the fame proporidon as
fm*merly I fay, you are not bound ; for every
g of th}_s fort {hould proceed from a withng
mind. DBuf if you fhould tell me, the I.ord has
given you fuch a =zeal for his glory, fuch a con-
cern for the honour of -the goipel, fuch alove to
his members, {uch a grateful fenfe of his mercies,
(cipecially by grantnnr you, 1n this late inftance
of your marriage 2y tlc dclire of your hcart), and
fuch an affiance in his providence sand promifes,
that you find yourfelf very unwilling to be one fix-
pence n the year lefs ufeful than you was before, I
could not blame you or difluade you from it. But
I do not abfolutely advife it; becaufe I know not
the ftate of your mind, or what meafure of faith
the Lord has gwen you. - Only this I bcheve, that
when the Zord gives {uch a confidence, he will hot

difappoint 1it.
‘ A3 V\fh»::&.



s . On Trup in God. Let. 1.

When I look amcng the profeflors, yea, among -
the minifters of the gofpel, there are few things I
fee 2 more general want of, than fuch’ a truft in
God as to temporals, and fuch a fenfe of the ho-
nour of being permitted to relieve the neceflities of
his people, as might difpofe them to a more liberal
diftribution of what they have at prefent in their
power, and to a reliance on him for a fufficient {up-
ply in future. Some exceptions there are. Some
perfons I have the happinels to know, whoie chief
pleafure it {feems to be, to devife liberal things.
¥or the meft part, we take care, firft, to-be well
fupplied, if pofﬁble, with all the neceﬁ’qrzes, con-
- veniences, and not a few of the clegancies of life ;
then to have a fnug fund laid up againft a rainy
 day, as the phrafe is, (if this is in an increafing way,

fo much the better), that when we look at chil-~
dren and near relatives, we may fay to our hearts,
¢« Now they are well provided for.” And when
we have gotten all this and more, we are perhaps
content, for the love of Chrift, to beflow a plt-—*
tance of our {uperfluities, a tenth or a twentieth
part of what we fpend or hoard up for ourfelves,
upon the poor. But, alas! what do we herein
more than others ¢ Multitudes who know nothing
of the love of Chrift, will do thus much, yea, per-
haps, greatly exceed us, from the mere feclings of
humanity.

But it may be afked, would you thew no regard
to the pofhbility of le"wmg your wife or children
unprovided for? Quite the reverfe: 1 would have
you attend to it very “Tauch, and behold the Secrs 1p-
tures fhew you, the more excellent way. If you
had a little money to fpare, would you not lend it
to me, 1f I affured you it fhould be repaid when
wanted 7 I can point out to you better intereit
and better fecurity than I could polhbly give you:
Prov. xix. ¥7. ¢ e that hath pity upon the poor,

¢ lendeth unto the Lord ; and that which he hath
¢ given,
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- ¢ given, - will he pay him« again.” What think
you of this text? Is it the word of God, or not?
Is he worthy of belief, .or not 7 Is he able to
make good his word, or is he not? I dare ftake
all my intereft in your friendfhip, (which I {fhould
be ‘very loth to forfeit), that if you-a&t upon this
maxim, in a {pirit of prayer and faith, and with a
fingle eye to his glory, you fhall not bes difappoint-
ed. .Read over Matths vi. 26,—34. Shall we con-
fine that reafoning and thofe promifes to the pri-
mitive times? Say not, ¢  If the Lord would
¢¢ make windows-in heaven this thing might be.”
He has more ways to blefs and profper thofe who
trult in him, than we are able to point out to him.
But I tell you my friend, he will {ooner make win-
dows-in heaven, turn f{tones into bread, yea,. ftop
the {un in his courfe, than he will fuffer thofe who
conicientioully ferve' him, and depend upon him, to
be deftitute. | |
Some inftances we have had of minifters who
have {eemed to tran{grefs the bounds of {tri& pru-
dence in their attention' to the poor. Byt if they
have been men of faith, prayer, and zeal; if they
did it, not from a caprice of humour, or a {pirit
of indolence, but from f{uch motives as the ferip-
ture fuggefts and recommends, I believe their fa-
milics- have feldom fuffered for it. I with you to
confult -upon this head, what Mrs Alleine fays, in
the affeCting account fhe has given of that ho-
noured and faithful ‘fervant of God, her hufband,
Jofeph Alleine. Befides, you know mnot what you
may altually fzve in a courfe of years by this  me-
thod. The apoftle, {peaking of fome sabufes that
obtained in the church-of Corinth, fays, ¢ For -
‘¢ this caufe many are fick among you.” If pru-
dence fhould fhut up the bowels of your compal-
fon, (which I truft it never will), the Lord might
quarter an apothecary upon your family, which
' A g4 ~ would
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would perhaps coft you twice the money that ‘would
have {ufhiced to refreflh ns people, and to commend
your miniftry and character. | _

But if, after all, prudence will be heard, I coun-
- {el youwto do thefe two things. Fieft, Be very certain .
that you allow yourfelves in nothing fuperfluous.
You cannot, I truft, m confcience think of lay-
ing out one penny more than is’ barely decents
anlefs you have another penny to help the poor.
Then, Secondly, Let your friends who are m good
circumftances, be plamly told, that, though you
love them, prudence, and the_ neceflfary charge of
a family, will not permit you to entertain them,
no not for a might. What! {ay you, fhut my
door againft my friends ? Yes, by all means, ra-
ther than againft Chrift. If the Lord Jefus-was
again upon earth in a ftate of humiliation, and he,
and the beft friend you have, ftanding at your
deor, and your provifion fo f{trait that you could
not receive both, which would you entertain?
Now, he {ays of the’ poor, ¢« Inafimuch as ye did
¢ it to the leaft of thefe, my brethren, ye did it
¢ unto me.” Your friends have houfes of their
own, and money to pay at an inn, if you do not
take them inj; but the poor need relief. One
would almoft think that paflage, Luke xiv. 12, 13,
14. was not confidered as a part of God’s word ;
at 1eaft I believe there 1s no one paflage {o generally
negleéted by his own peoplé. 1 do not think it
unlawful to entertain our friends; but if thele
words do not teach us, -that it 1s in fome refpedlls
our duty to give a preference to the poor, I am at a
lofs to underftand them.

I was enabled to-fet out upon the plan I recom-
mend to you, at a time when my certain income
was much too fcanty for my own provifion, and
before I had the expeftation or promife of aflift-

ance from any perfon uwpon earth., Only 1 knﬁ W
that
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that the Lord could provide me with whatever he
{faw needful; and I trufted, that if he kept-me de-
pendent upon himfelf, and defirous to live for
his fervice only, he afluredly weuld do {o. I have
as yet - feen no caufe to repent it. I live upon his
promife ; for as to any prefent ways Of means, eve-
vy thing here below is fo uncertain, that 1 con-
fider myfelf in the fame f{ituation with the birds o&f
the air, who have neithér ftorehoufe nor barn.
To-day I have enough for myfelf, and fomething
to impart to them that need; as to futurity, the
Lord muft provide ; "and for the moft part I can
believe he will. I can tell you, however, that now
and then my heart 1s pinched ; unbelief creeps in,
and felf would much rather chufe a ftrong box,
or what the world calls a certainty, than a life of
abfolute dependence upon the- providence of God.
However, in my compofed hours I am well {atis-
fied. Hitherto he has graciouily taken care of me;
therefore may my heart truift in him, and not be
afraid.

Confider, my friend, the Lord has done well for
you likewite. Ie 11'13 fettled you peaceably in a
good and honourable intercft 3 he has now anf{wer-
ed your prayers, in giving you a partner, with
whorm you may take {weet counfel, one that will
help and ftrengthén you in your beft defires.  Be-
ware, therefore, of that reafoning which might
lead you to diftruft the Lord your God, or to adk
as if you did.- You complain that there is too
much of an expenfive tafte among fome perfons in
your congregation. If you f{et youriclt to dif-
countenance this, and fhould at the {fame time too
clofely fhut up your hands, they will be ready to
charge you with being governed by the fame
worldly {pirit, though in another farm. If you
have been hitherto tender and bountiful to the

poor, and fhould make too great and too {udden
' an
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an alteration in this refpet, if the blame fhould not
fall upon® you, it probably would upon your wife,
who I beliecve would be far from deferving it. If
the houfe-which has been open to the poor in formeér
times, fhould be fhut againft them, now you live
in 1t, would it not lead the people’s thoughts back ?
Would it not openthe mouths of thoic who do not
love your miniftry, to Tay; That, norwithftanding
all your zeal about do&trines, you know how to take
care of your own intereft, as well as thofe whom
you have thought indifferent and lukewarm in the
caule of the gofpel 7 Would it not ? But I forbear.
i know you need not fuch arguments. Yet confi-
der how many eves are upon you, watching for your
halting. Nowj at vour firfl fetting out, is the proper
time ferioudly to feck the Lord’s direltions, that you
may from the beginning adopt fuch a plan as may
be moft for your own comfort, the honour of your
charalter as a minifter, the glory of him who has
called you, and the edification of your people. It
1s eafier to begin well, than to make alterations -af-
terwards.s I truft the Lord will guide and blefs you
in your-deliberations. And for my own part, I am
not in the leaft afraid that you will ever have caufe
to blame me for the advice I have given, if you
fhould be difpofed to follow it.

I have given you my opinion freely, and perhaps
with an appearance of more firi¢tnefs than is necef-
{ary, But I would apply our Lord’s words in an-
other cafe to this: ¢« All men cannot receive this
« faying ; he that is able to receive it, let him re-
¢¢ cetve it.” If the Lord has given you this con-
hdence in his word, you arec happy. It is better
than the poflfeflion of thoufands by the year.

i am,. &c.

L ETa



- Let. 2. Lo a-Student in Divinity,

X LETTERZR I1.
Fxtrall of a Letter to a Student in Divinity.

~ Dear Sir,
HE {ubjelt of your laft is important. I can

E {ympathife with your anxiety, having known
much of 1t myfelf, and therefore willingly devote
my firft leifure to your f{ervice. DBut fhallI indeed
condole with you? or fhall 1 rather congratulate
you on the perplexity you complain of /I know it
-1s not pleafing 3 but } hope it will be {fanctified and
profitable to you.

LThough I am no enemy'to the acquifition of ufe-
tful knowledge, 1 have {een many inftances of young
men who have been much hurt by what they ex-
pected to reap advantage from. They have gone
to the academy humble, peaceable, {piritual; and
ively ; but have come out {elf-wife, dogmatical,
cenforious, and full of a prudence founded upon

the falfe maxims of the world. I have been ready
to addrels them with that line of Milton :

<« If thou art he—DBut ab! how fall'n!”

1 do not mention this as the neceflary fault of
the inftitution, but as the frequent efie& of notions
too haftily picked up, when not fan&ified by grace,
nor balanced by a proportionable depth of fpiri-
tual experience. I am thercfore glad to hear, that
notwithftanding the advantages you have had in.
tne purfuit of your ftudies, you -feel an inward’
conviction, that you ftill need fomething which you
cannot receive irom men or books, In order to
complete your ftnefs for the miniftry ; that you
may be ¢ a workman that nceds not to be athamed,”

| | and
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~and enabled rightly to divide (to diftinguifh and
diftribute) the word of truth. 1

It feems to me a point .of more curiofity than
ufe, to mqmrc too mcely into the modus of the
Holy Spirit’s afliftance in the-compofure and deli-
very of fermons. If we cannot exaltly ftate the
boundaries between what we may deem the refult
of our own thoughts, and the needful influence of
the Holy Spirit, it feems a. {afe way to give him the
honour of the whole, and to attribute nothing to
ourfelves but our infirmities. If we have a capa-
city, means for improvement, diligence to make ufe
of thofe means, and if that diligence 1is attended
with any degree of fuccefs ; may we not acknow-
ledge, that the former links of this chain are the
effect of has goodnefs ard favour, no lefs than the
latter ? x

"o the queition, How far is it lawful to expeé&k
this affiftance ? I anfwer, It is.lawful very far, even
to lay the whole f{trefs upon 1t, {o as to be firmly
perfuaded that we can neither meditate or {peak to
purpofe without 1t ; that if we have not this afhit-
ance, whatever eHe we have, or may think we
have, we {hall but ¢ darken counfel by words
¢« without knowledge.” tor this, I think, I have
warrant in John, xv. 5. If any perlon {uppofes he
has {o far maftered a {yftem of divimty, that though

-~ he can indced do better with the Spirit’s afhitance,

yet he can make a tolerable {hift without 1t, I envy
him not this attainment.

But if the queftion intends, How far a d"pend-
ence upon the Holy Spirit may lawfully {upeflede
the ufe of means? I anfwer, Not in the Ileaft.
The bleffing and the means are fo clofely united,
that thcy cannot be feparated. "Lhe blefling may
be furely expefled, if diligently fought in the ufe
of proper mncans, and we have no juft reafon to

expeck
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expect 1t without them, But to clear up the whole,
let it be confidered, What may deferve the name of
diligence 1in this- matter © and what are the proper
means ?

By dihgence, 1 underftand ﬁ).mz‘:ml diligence. .
Such an adtive, improving, induftrious habit, as is
peculiar to a heart impreffed with fome real abiding
fenfe of the love of God, the worth of {fouls, the
{hortnefs of time, and the importance of eternity.
Without this turn of mind, though a man {hould .
{pend fixteen hours every day in- his ftudy, he may
be a mere trifler. "The greateft part of his applica-
tion will be {pent on what is leaft neceflary, and his
knowledge will chiefiy prove of that f{ort which
puffeth up, without communicating any real benefit:
Gen. xhi. 21. Pfalm cxxvii. 2.

‘T'he chief means for attaining wifdom, and {uit-
able gifts for the miniftr Y, are, the holy Scriptures,
and prayer. The one 1s the fountain of living
water, the other the bucket with which we are to
draw. And I believe you will find, by obf{erva-
tion, that the man who 1s moft frequent and fer-
vent m prayer, and moft devoted to the word of
God, “will thine and flourith above his fellows.
Wext to thefe; and derived {rom them, is medita-
tion. By thlS, I 'do not mean a ilated exercife
upon {ome one particular {ubje&t, {fo much as a dif-
pofition of mind to obferve carefully what pafles
within us and around us, what we {ee, hear, and
feel, and to apply all for the illuftration and con-
himatlon of the written word to us. In the ufe
of thefe means, and an humble dependence upon
the Lord in all the changing difpenfations we pafs
through, -our fpiritual experience will enlarge ; and
this L:{perlence 1s the proper fund of our minifte-
rial capacity, fo far as it may be confidered inhe-

rYent in us: Plov xvi. 23. Matth. x11. §2. 1 John

1. 3
Thele
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Thefe means are of univerfal importance. The
wifeflt can do nothing without them; the weakeft
{hall not ufe them in vain. There are hkewife {ub-
ordinate means, which may be helpful, and fhould
in general be attended to.  Yet they ought not, I
. apprchend, to be conflidered as a fine qua non in a
minifter’s call and fitnefs. The firlt preachers had
them not, and {ome in the prefent day are enabled
‘to do well without them. Under this head, I prin-
cipally intend all that comes under the ufual deno-
ination of literature. A competent acquaintance
<vith the learned languages, hiftery, natural philo-
iophy, &ec¢. 15 very defirable. If thefe things are
hield in a proper {ubferviency, if*they do not engrofs
0o much of our time, nor add fuel to the:fire of
that felf<importance which 1s our great fnare; they
may contribute to increafe and enlarge our ideas,
and facilitate our expreiling ourielves with pro-
priecty. DBut thefe attainments (like riches) are at-
tended “with their peculiar temptations 3 and unlefs
they are under the regulation of a found judgment,
and a {piritual frame of mind, will prove (like
SauVs armour to -David) rather cumberfome than
ufeful in preaching. The {ermons of preachers thus
qualified are often more ingenious than edifying,
and rather {et off the man, than commend the gof-
pel of Chnitc.

As you defire my advice with refpect to your fu-
ture {tudics, I {hall comply without hefstation or ce-
‘Yemony. , o

The original Seriptures well deferve your pains,
and will richly repay them. 'There is doubtlels a
beauty, fulnefs, and {pirit, in the orxiginals, which
the beft tranflations do not always exprefs. When
a word or phrafe admits. of various {fenfes, the
tranflaters can *only prelerve one ; and 1t 1s not to
be {uppofed; unlefs they were perfectly under the

influence of the fame infallible Spirt, that they
{hould
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{hould ﬂways prefer the beft. Only be upon your
guard, left you fhould be tempted to think, that
becaufe you are mafter of the grammatical con--
ftru&ion, and can tell the feveral acceptations of
the words in the beft authors, you are therefore
and thereby mafter of the {pinitual {enie likewile.
This you muft derive from vyour experimental
knowledge, and the influence and teaching of the
Spirif of God. .

Another thing which will much afift you in
Compoﬁng and {peaking properly and acceptably,
1s logic. This will teach you what properly be-
longs to your fubjelt, and what may be beft {up-
prefled; and hikewile to explain, divide, enume-
rate, and range your ideas to advantage. -A lax,
immethodical, difproportionate manner, is to be
avoided. Yet beware of the contrary extreme.
An affeCted ftarchnefs and over-accuracy will fetter
vou, will make your difcourfes lean and dry, pre-
clude an ufeful variety, and favour more of the
{chool-lamp, than of that heavenly fire which
alone can make our meditations efhicacious, and
profitable_either to ourlelves or our hearers. -The
proper medium can hardly be taught by rule; ex-
perience, obfervation, and prflyer, are the beft
guides.

As your inquiry {feems chiefly to be, How to fill
up your outlines £ 1 would advife you to ftudy the
living as well as the dead, or rather more. Con-
verfe much with experienced Chriftians and exer-
cifed fouls. You will find advantage in this re-
fpet, not only from the wife, but from the weak
of the flock. In the courfe of your acquaintance,
you will meet with {fome in a back{liding ftate, fome
under temptations, fome walking in darknefls, o-
thers rejoicing in the light, &c. Oblerve how their
ipirits work, what they fay, and how they reafon
i their i'everwl cafes ; what methods and argu-

ments
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ments you find moft fuccefsful i comforting the
feeble-minded, raifing up thofe who are caft down,
and the like, and what anfwers they return. Com- -
are thefe with the word of God, and your own
geart. ‘What you obferve of ten perfons in thefe
different {ituations, may be applied to ten thou-
fand. For though {fome circumftances vary, the
heart of man, the aids of grace, and the artifices
- of Satan, in general, are univerfally the fame.
And whenever you are to. preach, remember, that
fome of all thefe {forts will probably be before you,
“and each fhould have fomething faid to their own
peculiar cale. “'

The tempted and diftrefled will be moft probably
relieved, by opening the wvarious ftates and exercifes
of the heart, and by fhewing from f{criptural and
other examples, that no new thing has befallen
them. ‘The carelels and back{liders, who have
made a profeflion, fhould be reminded of that
bleflednefs they once {poke of, and warned of their
danger. Thofle who are now upon the mount,
fhould be cautioned to expe€t a change, and to
guard agamnit f{ecurity and {piritual pride.. To the
dead in trefpafles and fins, ({ome {uch will be always
prefent), it 1s needful to preach the fpirituality and
fan&tion of the law, that they may be ftirred up to
{feek to Jefus. Of Aim all awakened fouls love to
hear much. Let him therefore be your capital
fubject. If you difcufs {fome lefs eflfential topic, or
bend all your ftrength to clear up fome dark text,
though you fhould difplay much learning and in-
genuity, you will probably fall fhort of your main
defign, which 1 dare fay will be to promote the
glory of God, and the good of {ouls.

You will likewife find advantage, by attending
as much as you can on thofe preachers whom God
has blefled with much power, life, and {uccefs in
their miniftry. And in this you will do well not

- : to

A
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to confine yourfelf to any denomination or  party,
for the Spinit of the Lord is not confined. Dif-
ferent men have different gifts and talents. I
would not with you to be a flavifh admirer of any
man. ' Chrilt alone 1s our mafter and teacher. But
{tudy the excellencies of each; and if you obferve -
a fault . in any, (for no human models are perfelt),
you will {fee what you are yourfelf to avoid. -

Your inquiries reipecting my own experience on
this {ubject, muil be aniwered very briefly. 1 have
long fince learnt, that if I was ever to be a mini-
{ter, faith and prayer muft make me one. I defire
to feek the Lord’s direftion, both in the-choice and
management of f{ubjelts; but I do not expect it in
a way of extraordinary impulie, but in endeavour-
ing to avail mylelf, to the beft of my judgment,
of prefent circumitances. ‘TI'he converfe I have
with my people, ufually fuggefts what I am to
preach to them. At firft, my chief f{olicitude ufed
to be, what I thould find to fay: I hope it is now,
rather, that I may not fpeak in vain. For the
Lord has {ent me here, not to acquire the cha-
ratter of a ready {peaker, but to win fouls te
Chrift, and to edify his people. As to prepara-
tion, 1 make litcle ufe of books, exceptmg the
Bible and Concordance. Though 1 preach with-
out notes, I moft {requently write more or lefs up-
on the {ubjedt, Often when I begin, I am at a lofs
how 1 fhall proceed ; but one thing infenlibly of-
fers after another, and, in general, I believe the
beft and nmroft ufeful parts of my fermon occur de
nove while I armm preaching. This reminds me of
Luther’s maxim, ¢ Bewe precaffe off bene fudiiffes’
When I can find my heart in frame and liberty for
prayer, every thing elfe is comparatively eafy.

I fhould be very glad if any thing I have offered
may afford you fatisfaltion. The fum of my ad-
vice 1s this :—Examine your heart and views. Can

b you
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you appeal to him who knows all things, concern-
ing the fincerity of your aim, that you devote
yourfelf to the work of the mmiftry, not for
worldly regards, but with an humble defire to pro-
mote the Redeemer’s kingdom ? If {fo, and his pro-
vidence has thus far concurred with you, truft him
-for your fufliciency of - every kind, and he will not
difappoint you, but will be near to - ftrengthen you
nccording.to your day. Depend not upon any cii-
‘terns you can hew out for yourfelf, but rejoice
that you have liberty to come to the fountain that
15 always full, and always flowing. You muil not
expe&t a mechanical {ufliciency, fuch as artificers
acquire by habit and exercife in ' their bufinefs.
When you have preached well nineteen times, this
will be no {fecurity for the twentieth. Yea, when
you have been upheld for twenty years, {hould the
L.ord with-hold his hand, you would be as much at
a lofs as at firit. | |
If you lean upon books or men, or upon your
own faculties and attainments, you will be'in fear
and in danger of falling continually. DButif you
{tay yourfelf upon the Liord, he will not only make
good your expeltations, but in time wil give you
a becoming confidence in his goodnefs, and frec.
vou from your prefent anxiety. |
One thing more I muft mention as belonging to
the fubje& : That a comfortable freedom for public
{ervice depends much upon the fpirituality of our
walk before God and Man. Wifdom will not
dwell with a trifling, an afluming, a ceniorious,
or @ worldly {pirit. But if it is our bufinefs, and
our . pleafure; to contemplate Jefus, and to walk mn
his fteps, he will blefs us; we fhall be like trees

planted by a conftant {tream, and he will profper
the work of our hands. .

I am, &c.

LET-
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LETTER IIL

A ketter to a Iriend, on the queftiony, W hether the fiss
of believers [hall ZJ{’ publicly declored at the great day
Or how are ave to underfland the apoftle's affertion,
« We muft dil appear before the judgmentfeat of

C'er;/t’ that every one may receive the things
“ done in bis body, according to that he hath done;
¢ qubether it be good or bad. z 2 Cor. v. 10. corsi-
pared avith Rom. xiv. 12.

My Dear Sir,
MY heart congratulates you. What changes

and events many in younger life may be 1"6-
ferved to i{ee, who can tell? but your pilgrimage
is nearly finithed.—You ftand upon the river’s
brink, wich the city full mn view, waiting and wiih-
ing for the appoinud hour : you need not be an-
¥lous councerning your paflage, for every circum-
ftance. attending it 1s already adjuited by infinite
wildom and love, and the King himielf will be
ready to receive you. “While you continuve here, I
am glad to hear from you, and thould be glad to
contribute in any way or degree to your fatisfac~
tion, or even to ihew my willingnefs, if I can do
no more. I can propoie little more than the latter,
by offering my thoughts on the fubje& yoeu propofe
from 2 Cor. v. 10. and the apparent difficulty of
underftanding that paffage, .in full harmony with
the many texts which {fcem exprefsly to affert, that
the fins of believers are {o forgiven as to be remem-
bered no more. \ ~

There 1s doubtlels (as you obferve) a perfe&t con- -
fiftence in every part of the word of God ; the dif-
hiculties we meet with are wholly owing to the nar-

B 2 | rownels



rownefs of our faculties; and the ignorance which
in fome degree is infeparable from our prefent
ftate of imperfeltion. And we may, 1 general,
reft fatisfied with the thought, that there is a-bright
moment approaching, when the vail {hall be whol-
ly taken away. It is the part of faith to reft upon
the plain declarations of {cripture, without indul-.
ging a blameable curiofity of knowing more than
is clearly revealed; yet while we humbly depend
upon divine teaching, i1t 1s right to aim at as en-
larged a {enfe of what is revealed as we can attain
to.. Every acquifition of this kind is more valuable
than gold, efpecially refpedling thofe points which
nave an immediate tendency to comfort and f{up-
port us under the view of an approaching diflolu-
tion 3 the queftion you have propofed is undoubted-
ly of this nature. | | |
May the Lord dire&t my thoughts u.nd pen, that

I may not ¢ darken counfel by words without
<t knowledge I”—1 have been looking over the

paflage you refer to in Dr Ridgley, and think I
might be well excufed from faying any thing fur-
ther on the fubjeck, as he hath briefly and fully
{tated all the arguments that have occurred to me
on either fide of the queftion, and clofes with =
PYOper caution not to be peremptory in determi-
ning, left by attempting to be wife above what is
written, I fhould betrav my own folly. — Yet as
you defire to have my thoughts, I muft {ay {fome-
thing.—I with 1 may not give you realon to think
that this caution has been loft upon me.

- I think all the great-truths 1in which we are con-
cerned, are clearly and exprefsly laid down,. not
only in-one but in many places of {cripture; but
it fometimcs happens, that here and there we meet
with a tecxt, which, i1n 'the firft and obvious found
of the words, feems to ipeak differently from what

i35 aflerted more largely ellewhere; which texts,
ingly
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fingly taken, afford fome mef: their: only groumd
for the aypothefis they maintain. Thus the A-
rians lay a _great ftrefs on John,. xiv, 28. and the
Arminians on: James, i1. 24. &c. But their true
interpretation 1s to be fought according to the
analogy of faith. ~ They are capable:of a {enfe a-
oreeable to the others, though: the others are not
intelligible in” the fenfe they would fix upon thefe.
In like manner I would fay, whatever- may be the
precife meaning of 2 Cor. v. ro. we are fure 1t can-
not be defigned to weaken. what we are taught in
almoft every page, of the free, ablolute, and unal-
tcrable nature of a believer’s juftification ; the benew
fit of which, as to the forgivenefs of fin, is.fignified
by the phrafes of ¢ blotting- out,”’—¢ not remems-
bering”—¢¢ cafting behind: the. back;”—and: ¢« into
the depths:of: the fea.”—-The fins of a believer are
fo effeCtually removed,. that even when, or if,. they
are {ought for, they cannot be found. For Jefus
has: borne them away: believers. are complete in
him, and: clothed& in bis righteoufnnefs. — They
fhall: ftand bzfore God: without {pot or wrinkle.
Who.fhall lay any thing to their charge 7- |
But it is probable that thofe ftray expreflions
chiefly, if not entirely, refpect the gwlt;. 1oputa-
tion, and- deferved eonfequences of fin.—None
can {uppofe that the Lord will or can forget the
firs of his people, or that they ean be ever hid
from his all-comprehending view. Neither can I
think they themielves will ferget them. 'Their
fong is -founded upon a recolleltion of their fins
and their circumftances an this hife, Rew. v. 9. and
their love, and confequently their happinefs, feems.
infeparably connedted with the confciouinefs of what
they were, and what they had done, Luke, vii. 47.
And: I think thofe are the {weeteft moments in this
life, when we have the cleareflt {enfe of our own.

ins, provided the fenfe of our acceptance. in the
B 3 Bicloved
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‘Beloved- is proportionably clear, and we feel the
confolations of his love, notw 1thﬂ:anding -all our
tranfgreffions. When we arrive in glory, unbe-
lief and fear will. ceafe for ever ; ‘our nearnefs to
God, and commnmunion with him, will be unipeak-
ably beyond what we can now conceive. 'There-
fore the remembrance of our fins will be no abate-
ment of our bhis, but rather the contrary. When
Pharaoh and his hoft were alive, and purfuing
them, the Ifraelites. were terrified: but afterwards,
.when they {aw their enemies dead upon the fhore,
-their joy and triumyph were not abated, but helght-
-ened, by the confideration of their number
-With reipect to our fins . being made known to
-others, I acknowledge with you,. that I could not
now bear to have any of my fellow-creatures made
acquainted with what pafles in my heart for a fin-
gle day ; but I apprehend 1tis a part and a proof
of my prelent depravity, that I feel myfeif difpofed
to pay {o great a regard to-the judgment of .men,
while I am {fo little affeéted with what I am 1in the
fight of the pure and holy God. But I believe
that hereafter,. when {elf {hall be. entirely rooted
out, . and my will perfectly united to the divine will,
1 -fhould feel no reluétance, fuppofing 1t for thﬂ
manifeftation of his glorious grace, that men, an-
gels, and devils, fliould knéw the very worft of
me. Whether it will be fo or no, I dare not deter-
mine. Perhaps. the difhculty chiefiy lies in the ne-
- ceility of our bemng at prefent taught heavenly
things by earthly.” In the defcriptions we have of
the great day, allufion is made to what is moft fo-
lemn in human tranfa&ions. 'The ideas of the
judgment-feat, the great trumpet, of the books
being opened, and the pleadings, Matth. xxv. 37.
to 44. {cem to be borrowed from the cuftoms that
obtain amongit men, to help our weak concep-
tions, rather than juftly and fully to defcribe whe 11;
* wil
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will be the real procels.——Now, when we. attempt
to look into the unfeen world, we carry our ideas
of time and place, and fenfible objets; along with
us; and we cannot divelt ourfelves of them, or
provide ourfelves with better : yet perhaps they -
have as little relation t0 the objects” we aim at, as
the 1deas which a man born blind acquires from
what he hears and feels, have to the true nature of
light and colours: Mr Locke mentions one, who, °
after much thought and converfation, {uppoféd he
had got a tolerable notion of fearlt, and that 1t was
fomething nearly refembling the found of a trum-
pet. Perhaps this is no improper emblem of the
utmoft we can attain to, when we are endeavour-
ing to realize the folemnities of the judgment-day.
What we mean by memory and reafoning, may
poilibly have no place i the world of {pirits. We
guels at {omething more fuitable, perhaps, when we
ule the term zutwition. But I apprehend we mult
die before we can fully underftand what it {ignifies :
perhaps thoughts may be as intelligible there as
words are here.

In a word, my dear Sir, if I have not given you
fatistaclion, (I am fure I have not {atisfied myfelt),
accept my apology in the words of a much wifer,
and an infpired man : ¢ Such knowledge 1s too
¢« wonderful for me: itis high I cannet artain un-
¢ to 1it.” KEre long we tfhall know : in the mean
while our caufe is in fure hands, we have a Shep-
herd who will guide us below, an Advocate who
will receive and prefent us before the throne above.
I truft we meet daily before the throne of grace,
hereafter we fhall meet in glory. 'The paper will
allow no more. Believe me yours in the Lord, &c.

D a LET-
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LETTER IV
Lo Lheron, on Fami@-wmﬁ{p.

S IR, :
A Negleét of family-prayer is, I am afraid, too

common amongit profeffors in this day. 1 am
glad that you confider it both as a duty and a pri-
vilege, and are by grace determined, that when
you fhall commence mafter of a family, you will
worfhip Gad with all your houfe. It was Abra-
ham’s commendation, that he not only {erved. the
T.ord himifelf, but was {olicitous that his children
and houfehold might {ferve him hkewife. I truft
that he who inclines your heart to_walk in thé foot-
{teps of faithful Abraham,, will blefs you in the at-
" tempt, and give you peace ' your dwelling; a
mercy which is {eldom enjoyed, which indeed can
hardly be expelted, by thofe families which call
not upon the Lord.

Though I readily comply with your requeft, and
fhould be glad if I can offer any thing that may
affift or animate you in your good purpofe, I am
afraid I fhall not anfwer your expectations with. re-
gard to the particulars of your inquiry, concern-
ing the moft proper method of conducting family-
worfhip. 'Lhe circumftances of families are fo va-
rious, that no determinate rules can be laid down,
nor has the word of God prefcribed any ; becaufe,
being of univerial obligation, it 1s wifely and gra-
cioufly accommodated to fuit the different fitua-
tions of his people. You muft therefore, as to cir-
cumfitantials, judge for yourfelf. You will do well
to purfue {uch a method as you fhall find moft
convenient to youriclf and family, without {crupu-

louily
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~Joufly binding yourfelf, when the fcnpture lias-left
you free.

We have no pofitive precept enjorhing us any fet
time for prayer, nor even how often we fhoulds
pray, either in public or private ; though the ex-
prethons of, ¢ coanumg inftant in prayer,”’ ¢ pray-
¢ g without ceafing,” and-the like, plainly inti-.
mate that prayer thould be frequent.. aniel pray-.
ed three times a-day3 which the Plalmiit {peaks of’
as his practice hikewife ; and in one place declares:
his purpoie of praifing God-feven times a-day. ‘I'his:
laft expreflion 1s perhaps indefinite, not precilely-
feven times, but very-often. Indeed a perfon who
lives in the exercife of faith- and love, and- who.
finds by experience that it is good: for hiin to draw -
mgh to God, will not want: to be told lhow often:
lie muft pray, any more than -how often he muft
converfe with an earthly friend. "Thofe whom we-
love, we love to be much with: I.ove is: the heft
cafuift, and either refolves or- prevents.a thoufand.
fcruples. and- queftions. whieh may perplex. thofe
who only ferve God from principles of " conftraint-
and fear. And a believer will. account thofe his-
happieft days, when he has. moft leirfure, and mofit.
liberty of {pint: for the exercife of prayer. How--
ever, I think family-prayer. cannot be- faid- to be
Jared, unlefs it- be performed at- leaft daily, and,
when unavoidable hinderances do not-prevent; thce-
a-day. Tliough all times and. {eafons-are alike to-
t‘ua l.ord, and his ear-is always. open whenever we.
fiave a heart to.call upon him'; yet-to us-there is a:
peculiar fuitablenefs in. Hegmnmg and. clofing the-
day with prayer in. tiie- moming. to- acknowledge-
his goodnefs in:aur prefervation through the night,.

and ntreat his. prefence and’ bleflng- on our per..

fons and‘callings. i the courfe of* the day; and at-
night;, -to. praife him for'the mercies of: the day:
patt, to humble ourfelves before: him for what. hass
B s beem
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been amifs, to wait on him for a renewed mani-
feftation of his pardoning love, aid to commit
ourielves and our concerns to his care and pro-
tection while we {leep. You will of courfe chufe
thole hours when you are leaft liable to be incom-.
modéd by the calls of bufinefs, and when the fa-
mily can aflemble with the moft convenience ; only
I would obferve, that it greatly preferves regularity
and good order in a houfe, to keep conftantly
to the {fame hours when it is pralticable; and like-
wife, that 1t is beit not to defer. evening-prayer
till late, if 1t can be well avoided; left fome who
join in the exercile, and perhaps the perfon him-
felf who leads in it, fhould be -too weary or fleepy
to give a due attention. On this account, I fhould
advife to have family-prayer before {upper, where
people have the choice and difpofal of their own
houxs.. g

- I think, with you, thatr it 1s very expedient and
proper that reading a portion of the word of ‘God
fhould be ordinarily a part of our family-worfhip;
fo likewife to fing a hymn or pfalm, or part of one,
at difcretion; provided there are {ome perfons in
the family who have enough of a mufical ear and
voice to conduct the finging in a tolerable manner;
otherwifc perhaps it may be better omitted. If you
read and fing, as well as pray, care fhould be taken
that the . combined {ervices do not run into an in-
convenient length.

'The chief thing to be attended to isy that it may
be 'a {piritual {ervice; and the great evil to be
dreaded and guarded againft in the exercife of every
duty that returns frequently upon us, 1s formality..
If a ftated courfe of family-prayer i1s kept up as
conftantly in its {eafon as the ftriking of the clock,
it may come in time to be almoft as mechanically
performed, unlefs we are continually looking to the
‘Lord to keep our hearts alive. It moft frequently

) happens,
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111ppens, that one or more members of & family
are unconverted perfons. When there are fuch
- prefent, a great 1efrard fhould be had tothem, and
every thing Condu&ed with a view to their edifica-
tton, that they may not be dn’gu{t :d or wearied,
or tempted to think that it is little more than the
fafhion or cuftom of the houfe ; which will probq—
bly be the ‘café, unlefs the malfter of the famlly
lively and earneft in performance of the duty, and"
likewife circumipect and confiftent in every part of
his behaviour at other times. By leading in the:
worfhip of God before chlldrert, {ervants, or {tran-
gers, a man gives bond (as it were) for his beha-
viour, and adds {trength to every other motive
which fhould engage him to abftain from all ap-
pearance of evil., It fhould be a conftant check
upon our language and tempers in the prefence of
our families, to confider that we began the day, and
propoie to end it with them in prayer. 'T'he Apoltle:
Peter ufes this argument to influence the condudt
of hufbands and wives towards each ether; and it
is equally applicable to all the members of a family 3
¢« 'T'hat your prayers be not hindered:” that 1is,
etther -prevented and cut off, or defpoiled of ali
Iifc and eflicacy, by the ferment of finful paflions.
On the other hand, the proper exercife of family~
prayer, when wt,ommnnded by a fuitable deport—
ment, is a happy means of inftruéting children and
fervants 1n the great truths of religion, -of {often-.
ing their prejudices, and 1nfp1rmc; them with a
temper of refpell and affetion, which will d1fp0ﬁ,
them to chearful obedience, and make them un-
willing to grieve or offend. In this initance, as in
every other, we may obferve, that the lord’s com-
mands to his people are not arbitrary appointments,
but that, fo far as they are confcientioufly com-
phied w1th, they have an evident tendency and fuit-
ablenefs to promote our own advantage. He re-
b o quires.
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quires us to acknowledge him in our “families,
for our own fakes; not becaufe he has need of
our poor fervices, but becaufe we have need of
his blefing, and without the influence of his
grace (which 1s promifed to all whe feek it) are
fure to be unhappy in ourfelves and in all our con-
neons.

When hutband and wife are happily partakers of
the fame faith, it feems expedient, and for their
mmutual good, that, befides their private. devotions,
and joining in family-prayer, they fhould pray to-
gether. They have many wants, mercies, and con-
cerns, in common with each other, and diftinét
from the reft of the family. 'T'he manner in which
they thould improve a little time in this joint exer-
cife cannot well be prefcribed by a third perfon;
yet I will venture to fuggeft one thing 3 and the ra-
ther, as I do not remember to have met with it.in
print. I conceive that it may prove much to their
comfort to pray alternately, not only the hufband
with and for the wife, but the wife with and for
the hufband. ‘The Spint of God, by the Apofitle,
has exprefsly reftrained women from the exercife
of {piritual gifts in public, but I apprehend. the
prattice I am fpeaking of can no way interfere with
that reftri¢tion. I {uppofe them m private toge-
ther, and then I judge 1t to be equally right and
proper for either of them to pray with the other.
Nor do I meet any, thing in St Paul’s writings to
prevent my thinking, that if he had been a mar-
ried man, he would, though an apoftle, have been
glad of the prayers of his wife. If you afk, how
often they fhould pray together? I think the oft-
ener the better, provided it does not break in up-
on their duties ; once a-day-at leaft; and if there
is a choice of hours, it- might be as well at fome.
diftance from their other {eafons of worfhip. But
I would obiexve, as before, that in matters not

exprefsly
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exprefsly commanded, prudence and c:a.penence:
muft diret.

I have written upon a f{uppofition that you ufe
cxtempore: prayer 3 but as there are many heads of
families who fear the Lord, and have not yet at-
tained liberty to pray extempore before others, I
would add, that their-inability in this refpelt, whe-
ther real, or whether only proceeding from fear,
and an undue- regard. to {elf, will not juftify them
in the omiflion of family-prayer. Helps may be
procured. Mr Jenks’s Devotions are in many hands,
and I doubt not but there are other excellent books.
of the fame kind, with which I. am not acquainted.
If they begin with a form, not with a defign to
confine themfelves always to one, but make it a
part of their fecret pleading at the throne of grace,
ihat they may be favoured with the gift and fpirit
of prayer; and accultom themielves, while they
ufe a form, to interiperfe {fome petitions of their
own ; there is little doubt but they will in time find
a growth 1n libesty and ability, and at length lay
their book entirely afide. Yor 1t bemmg every belie~
ver’s duty to worfthip God in his family, his pro-
mife may be depended upon, te give them a {ufh-
clency in all things, for thofe {ervices which he re-
quires of them.

Happy is that- family where the worfhip- of God:
1s conftantly. and confcmntlouﬂy maintained. Such:
houfes are Temples, in which the Lord dwells, and.
(":g/i’fw garrifoned by a divine power. I do not fay,
that by heonouring Geod in your houle, you will;
wholly efcape a fhare in, the trials. incident to the.
prefent uncertain {tate of things. A meafure of.
fuch trials. will. be neceflary for the- exercife and,
manifeftation: of. your graces, to. give you. a more
convincing proof of the truth and {weetnefs, of: the:
promifes. made to. a time of afflition, to.mortify
the body of. fin, and:te.wean you. maore eﬂ‘e&?ally-

i rom
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from the world. But this I will confidently fﬂ.}r,
that the Lord will both honour and comfort thofe
who' thus honour hint.  Seafons will occur in
~which you fhall know, and probably your neigh-
bours fhall be conftramed to take notice, that he
has not bid you feek him in vain. If you meet
with troubles, they fhall be accompanied by fup-' -
ports, and followed by deliverance; and you fhalt
upon many occafions experience, that he is your
prote&tor, preferving you and yours from the e-
vils by which you will fee others fuflering around
vOu,

! I have rather exceeded the limits T pmpoied and
therefore fhall only add a requeft, that in your
addrefies at the throne of grace you will remember,

&C.
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L ETTEDR V.

O the Snarves and Dﬁc‘:ﬂfﬁﬁ; attending the Miniflry
of the Gofpel.

Dear Sir,

AM glad to hear that you are ordammed, and

that the Lord is about to fix you in a place where
there 1s a proipect of your being greatly ufeful.
e has given you the defire of yaur heart; and I
hope he has given you likewife a heart to devote
yourfelf, without referve, to his fervice, and -.the
fervice of {fouls for his fake. 1 willingly comply
with your requeft; and fhall, without ceremony,
offer you fuch thoughts as occur to me upon this
occafion. .

You have doubtlefs often antlmpated,:m your

mind the nature of the {exvice to which you are
oy
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now called, and made it the fubje& of much confi-
deration and prayer. DBut a diftant view of ghe
miniftry 1s generally very different from what it ig
found to be when we are altually engaged in it.
The young {oldier, who has never feen an epemy,
may form fome general notions of what 1s before
him; but his ideas will be much more lively and
diverfified when he comes upon the field of battle,
If the Lord was to thew us the whole beforchand,
who that has a due {enfe of his own infufhiciency
and weaknefs, would venture to engage?. DBut he
firft draws us by a conftraining {enfe of his love,
and by giving us an impreflion of the worth of
{ouls, and leaves us to acquire a knowledge of what
is difhcult and difagreeable by a gradual experience..
The miniftry of the gofpel, like the book -which
‘the Apoitle John ate, is a bitter {weet; but the
{wectnefs is talted frlt, the bitternels. 1s ufually
known afterwards, when we are {o far engaged that
there 1s no going back.

Yet I would not difcourage you : it is 2 good and:
noble caufe, and we {erve a good and gracious Ma-
{ter ; who, though he will make us feel our weak-
nels and vilenefs, will not fuffer us to fink under it..

His grace 1s fufhicient for us : and if he favouts us.
with an humble and dependent {pirit, a fingle eye,,

and a fimple heart, he will make every dithculty

give way, and mountains will {ink into plains be-.

tore his power.
You have known fomething of Satan’s devices

while you were 1n private life ;-how he has envied

your privileges, aflaulted your peace, and-laid fnares.
tor your feet: though the Lord would not fuffer:

him to hurt you, he has permitted him to fift and

tempt, and fhoot his hery arrows at you. With~

out fome of this difcipline, you would have been

very unfit. for that part of your office > which con-.
filts mn {peaking. a word in {feafon. to weary and-

heavy-

-
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heavy-laden fouls. DBut you may now expect to.
hear from him, and to be befét by his power and
{fubtilty in a different manner. You are now to be
placed in the foréfront of the battle, and to ftand
as it were. for his mark-: fo far as he can prevail a-
cainft you now, not yourfelf only, but many others,
will be affected : many eyes will be-upon you; and
if you take a wrong {tep, or are enfnared into a
wrong {pirit, you will open the mouths of the- ad-.
verlaries wider, and grieve the hearts of believers
more fenfibly than if the fame things had happened
to you while you was alayman. "The work of the
miniftry is truly honourable; but, like the poft of
honour- in a battle, 1t is attenced with peculiar
dangers : therefore the apoftle cautions Timothy,
¢¢ ’lgake'f‘h-eed to thyfelf, and to thy doltrine.,” To
thyfelf in the firft place, and then to thy dorine ;.
the latter without the former would be impradti-.
cable and van. | q
You have need to be upon: your guard- m what.
ever way your firft -attempts to preach the gofpel
may {feem to operate. If you fhould (as-may-pro-.
bably be the cafe, where the truth has. Been little
known) meet: with- much oppofition, you will per-.
haps find: it a heavier trial than you are-aware. of:
but I fpeak of itronly as it might draw forth- your
corruptions, and give Satan advantage againft-you.:
and this may be. two- ways 3 firft; by embittering:
your {pirit agamit oppoiers, fo as to fpeak in- an-
ger, to.{et them at defiance, or retaliate- upon them
i their- own- way 3. which, befides bringing- guilt
upon your confcience, would of - courfe mcreafe
your difficulties, and- impede your ufefulnefs.. A
violent. oppofition againft minifters and- profefiors:
of ‘the gofpel: 15 fometaimes exprefled: by -the devils.
voaring, and: {fome- people think no good can be
done- without it., It 1s allowed, that- men who
¥ve daxknels ‘will - thew-their- diflike; of -the light:
- | but,
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but, I believe, if the wifdom.and meeknefs of the
friends of the gofpel had been always equal to their
zood intentions and zeal, the devil would not have
had opportunity of roaring fo loud as he has
fometimes done. The fubjeé&t-matter of the gof-
pel 1s offence enough to the carnal heart ;5 we mufk
therefore expect oppofition : but we fhould not
provoke or deipife it, or do any thing to aggravate
it. A patient continuance in well-doing, a confift-
ency in charalter, and an attention to return kind
offices” for hard treatment, will, in a courfe of
time, greatly foften the Ipirit of oppofition; and
inftances. are to be found of minifters, who are
treated with fome refpet even by thofe perfons in
theiyr parifhes. who. are: moft averf¢ to their doc-
trine. 'When the apoftle direécts us, ¢ If it be pof-
¢ fible, and as much as in us lies, to live peace-
¢ ably: with: all men,” he feems to intimate, that
though it be difhcult; it 1s not wholly impra&tica-
ble. We cannot: change the rooted prejudices:of
their hearts agamft the goipel 5 but it is pofhible,
by the Lord’s blefling;. to {fiop, their mouths, and
make them athamed of difcovering it, when they
behold our good converfation in Chnft. And it
is well worth our while to cultivate this Qutward
peace, -provided: we: do not purchafe it at the ex-
pence: of truth and faithfulnefs; for ordinarily we
cannot hope to be ufeful to our people, unlels we
give them reafon to believe that wejlqve them, and
have their intereft at heart. = Again, oppofition
will hurt you,, if it fhould give you an idea of your
own importance, and lead: you to dwell with a
lecret felf-approbation upon your own faithfulnefs
and ccurage in fuch circumitances. If you are
able to ftand your ground, uninfluenced either by
the favour or the fear of men, you have reafon to
give glory to Godj; but remember, that you can-

uot. thus {tand an. hour, unlefs he upholds you.
Ie
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It fhews. a ftrong turn of mind, when we are very

ready 'to: fpeak of our trials-and difficulties-of this
kmd, and.of our addrefs and refolution in encoun-
tering them.* A natural {tiffnefs of {pirit, with a
defive to have {elf taken notice of, may make a man
willing to endure thofe kind of hardfhips, thouqh
he has but little grace i cxercife : but true Chri-
ftian fortitude, from a- confciouinéils that we {peak
the truths of God, and are fupported by his power,
1s a very different thmg

If you thould meet with but httle 0ppoﬁt1on, or
if the Lord fhould be pleafed to make your ene-
mies your friends, you will probably be in danger
from the oppofite quarter. If oppofition has hurt
many, poPuIarit',y‘ has. wounded more. | ['o {ay the
truth, I am in fome pain for you. Your natural
ablhtles are confiderable . you have been diligent
in your {tudies; your zeal is warm, and your {pirit
is lively. With- thefe advantages, 1 expect to {ee
you a popular preacher. 'I'he more you are {o,
the "greater will your field of ufefulnefs be: but,
alas! you cannot®yet know to what it will expofe
you. . It is like walking upon ice. When you fhali
{fee. an attentive congregation hanging upon your
words 3 when you fhall hear the well-meant, but
often injudictous commendations, of thofe to whom
the Lord fhall make you ufeful; when you fhall
find, upon..an intimation of your preaching in a
ﬁrange placepipeople thronging from all parts to
hear you, how &will your heart feel? It is ealy
for me to advife you to be humble, and for you
to acknowledge the pmpnety of the- advice ; but
while human nature remains i its preient ftate,
there will be almoft the faume conneltion between
popularity and pride, as between fire and gun-
powder : they cannot meet. without an -explofion,
- at leaft not. unlefs the gunpowder 1s kept very
damp. OSo unlefs the Lord is conitantly moiften-
= ing
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ing ‘our hearts (if I may {o fpeak) by the influ-
ences of his Spirit; popularity will foon fet us in
2 blaze. You. will hardly find a perfon, who has
been expofed:to this fiery trial, without fuffering
lofs. Tholfe whom the Lord loves, he is able to
keep, and he will keep them upon the whole; yet
by fuch means, and' in a courfe of fuch narrow
elcapes, that they .fhall.have. realon to look upon
their dehiverance as no lefs than miraculous. + Some-
times, 1if his mmifters: are not watehful againit the
firft impreflions of pride, he permits.it to qathe'f
firength 3 and then it is but a {mall thing that

few of their admirers may think them more thah
men in the pulpit, if they are left to commit fuch,
miftakes when out ot it, as: the weakeft of the
flock can difcover and pity... And this will cer-
tainly be the -cafe, while pride and {elf-{ufhciency
have the afcendant. Beware, my friend, of mii~
taking »the ready exercife of gifts for the exercife
of gracé. 'The minifter may be affifted in public °
for the {ake of his hearers; and there i1s fomething
in the nature of our public work, when {urrounded
by a concourfe of people, that is fuited to draw
forth the exertion of our abilities, and to engage
our attention in the outward fervices, when the
frame of the heart may be far from being right in
the fight of the Lord. When Mofes {mote the
rock, the water followed; yet he {poke unadvifedw
ly with his lips, and greatly difpleafed the Lord.
Flowever, the congregation was not ‘difappointed
for his fault, nor was he put -to. fhame before
them ;3 but he was humbled for it afterwards.
They are happy whom the Lord preferves in fome
degree humble, without leaving them to expofe
themifelves to the obfervation of men, and to re-
cetve fuch wounds as are feldom healed without
leaving a deep fcar. DBut even thefe have much to
fufter. Many diftrefling exercifes you will pro-

bably
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bably meet with upon the beft fuppofition, to pre--
ferve in you a due: fenfe of your awn unworthinefs,
and to convince you, that your ability, your ac-
ceptance,. and your ufefulnefs, depend upon a
power beyond your own. Sometimes, perhaps,
you will- feel {uch an amazing difference between
the frame of your {pirit in public and in private,
when the eyes of men are not upon you, as will
make you almoft ready to. eonciude, that you are
no better than an hypocrite, a mere ftage-player,
who derives all his pathos and: exertion from: the
fight of the audience. At other times you will
find {uch a total emptinefs and indifpofition of
mind, that former feafons of liberty: in preaching
«will. appear to you like the remembrance of a
dream, and you will hardly be able to perfuade
yourfelf, you thall ever: be capable of preaching a-
gain = the Scriptures, will appear to you. like a {ealed
book, and no.text or fubjelt afford: any light or
opening to. determine your choice: And this per
- plexity. may not only feize you in the ftudyy but
accompany you. 1n the pulpit. If yoware enabled
at tome times to {peak to the people with power,
and to refemble Samion, when, m the greatnefs of
his firength, lie bore away the gates of: the city,
you will perhaps, at others, appear before them
hke Samion when his. locks. were fhorn, and he
ftood in fetters. So that you need not tell the
people you have no: {fufliciency in yourfclf 3 for they
will readily perceive it without your information.
‘Thefe things are hard to bear; yet fuccefsful po-
pularity is. not to be preferved upon eafier terms:
and 1f thcey are but fanétified to hide pride from-
you, you will have reafon to number them amonglt
your chotceft mereies. _

I have but juft made an entrance upon: the {ub-
ject of the dithculties and dangers attending the
minitry.  But my paper is fullh  If you:are willin% "
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1 {hould proceed, let me know:, and I beheve I can
eafily find enough to fill another fheet. May the
Lord make you wife and watchful! That he may
be the light of your eye, the {irength of your arm,
and the joy of your heart, 1s thc fincere prayer
of, &ec.
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L E T T E R V.
Of the Practical Influence ¢f Faith.

S IR,

HE ufe and importance of faith, as it refpecls

" a finner’s. juftification before God, has been
iargely infifted on; but it is likewife of great ufe
and importance in the daily concerns of Iife. It
gives evidence and fubfiftence to things not feen,
and realizes the great truths of the gofpel, fo as
that they become abiding and living principles
of {fupport and direCtion while we are pafling.
through this wildernefs. "Thus, 1t 1s as the eye
and the hand, without which we cannot take
one ftep with certainty, or attempt any {ervice with
fuccefs. It is to be withed, that this practical ex-
ercife of faith were duly attended to by all pro-
teflors. 'We fhould not then meet with fo many
cales that put us to a ftand, and leave us at a great
dithculty to reconcile, what we fee in {ome of
whom we would willingly hope well, with what we
read in Scripture of the infeparable concomitants
of a true and lively faith. For how can we but be
ftaggered, when we hear perfons {peaking the lan-
guage of affurance, that they know their accept-
ance with God through Chrift, and have not the
leaft doubt of their intereft in all the promifes;
while at the'{ame time we fee them under the in-

| fluence
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fluence of: unfanétified tempers, of -.a proud,, pai-
fionate, poﬁmre, Wc:rrlazlly,|l felfith, or- churlifh car-
riage °

. It is not only plain, from the general tenor -of
Scrlpture, that a covetous, a pr oud or a cenforious
{pirit, are no more confiftent with the {pirit of the
goipel, than drunkennefs or whoredom ;3 but there
are many exprefs texts directly pointed againft the
evils which too often are found amongft profeflors.
Thus the Apoftle James affures us, ¢ That if any
- % man feemeth to be rehgmus, and bridleth not
¢¢\ his tongue, his religion is vain;” and the Apoftie
John, ¢ That if any man love the world; the love
«¢« of the Father i1s not in himj;” and he {eems to
apply this charadter to any man, whatever his pro-
fethon or pretences may be, ¢ who having this
<« world’s goods, and {eeing his brother have need,
¢¢ {hutteth up his bowels of compaflion from him.”
Surely thefe texts immore than mtimate, that the. faith
which juftifies the foul, does likewife receive from .
Jefus grace for grace, whereby the heart 1s purihed,
and the converfation rewuldted as becomes the gof-
pel of Chriit. s

There are too many who would have the mim-
{try of the gofpel reftrained to the privileges of
believers 3 and when the fruits of faich, and the
tempers of the mind, which fhould be manifeft m
thofe who have ¢ tafted that the Lord 1s gra-
¢ cious,’ are inculcated, think they. {ufhciently
evade all that is faid, by calling it Jepe/ preaching.
I would be no advocate for legal preaching; but
we muft not be deterred, by the fear of a haxd
word, from declaring ‘the whole counfel of God;
and we have the authority and example of St Yaul,
who was a champion of the doétrines of free grace,
to animate us in exhorting profeffors to ¢ walk
«« worthy of God, who has called them to his

¢ kingdom and glm y.”  And inceed the e‘{puﬂml;
0
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of a heliever’s privilege is often mifunderftood, It
s a believer’s privilege to walk with God in the. e*-:-
ercife of faith, and, by the power of his Splrlt, to
mortify the whole body of fin; to gain a growing.
viltory over the. world and {elf, and to.make daily
advances in conformity to the "mind that was n
Chrift. And nothing that we profels to know, be-
Jieve, or hope for, deferves the name of a privilege,
farther than we are influenced by it to die unto fin,
and to live unto righteoufne{s. Whofoever is pof-
{efled of true faith, will not confine his enquiries to
the fingle point of his acceptance with God, or be
Latisfied with the diftant hope of heaven hereafter.
He will be likewife {olicitous how, he may glorify
(God 1n the world, and enjoy fuch _foretaltes of
heaven as are athmab]e while he 1s yet upon earth.
Faith, then, in its pratical exercife, has for its
objelt the whole word of God, and forms its efti-
mate of all things with which the foul is at prefent
concerned, according to ‘the {tandard of Scrip-
ture. Iike Mofes, 1t ¢ endures, as feeing him whao
‘¢ 1s mnvifible.” When our Lord was upon earth,
and converfed with his dilciples, their eyes and
hearts were fixed upon him. In danger he was
their defender, their guide when in perplemty,
and to him they looked for the {olution of all their
doubts, and the fupply of all their wants. He is
now withdrawn from our eyes; but faith fets him
itill before us, for the fame purpofes, and, accor-
ding to its degree, with the fame effelts, as if we
actually faw him. His fpiritual prefence, appre-
hended by faith, is a reftraint from evil, an encou-
ragement to every -fervice, and affords a prefent
rciuge and help in every time of trouble. 'To this
1s owing the delight a believer takes in ordinances,
becaufe there he meets his Lord ; and to this like-
wile it 1s owmg, that his rehgmn 1s not confined
to public occafions; but he 1s the fame perfon in

{ecret
%
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fecret -as he appears to be in ‘the public affembly;
for he- worfhips him who fees in feeret ; and dares
appeal to his all-feeing eye for the fincerity of his
defires and intentions. By faith he is enabled to
ufe profperity with moderation3 and knows and
feels, that what the world calls good 1s of {mall
value, unlefs it is accompanied with the prefence
and bleflings of him whom his foul loveth. And
his faith upholds him under all trials, by afluring
him, that every difpenf{ation- is under the direction
of his Lord ; that chaftifements are a token of his
love; that the {eafon, mealure, and continuance
of his fufferings, are appointed by infinite wi{dom,
and defigned to work for his everlafting good ; and
that‘grace and firength fhall be afforded him, ac-
cording to his day. Thus, his heart being fixed,
trufting in the Lord, to whom he has committed
all his concerns, and knowing that his beft inte-
reits are fafe, he 1s not greatly afraid of evil ti-
dings, but enjoys a ftable peace in the midit of a
changing world. For though he cannot tell what
a day may bring forth, he believes that he who has
invited and enabled him to caft all his cares upon
him, will fuffer nothing to befall him but what
fhall be made fubfervient to’ his chief defires, the
glory of God in the fanctification and final {alvation
of his foul. And ¥, through the weakunels of his
flefth, he is liable to be ftartled by the frft impref-
fion of a fharp and fudden trial, he quickly flees to
his ftrong refuge, remembers it 1s the Lord’s doing,
refigns himfelf to his will, and patiently expedts a
happy iflue. , -
By the fame principle of faith, a belever’s con-
dult is regulated towards his fellow-creatures; and
in the difcharge of the feveral dutiés and relations
of life, his great aim is to pleafe God, and to let
“his light fhine in the world. He Dbelieves and fee€ls

his own weaknefs and uwaworthinels, and hves up-
on
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on the grace and pardoning love of his Lord.
This gives him an habitual tendernefs and gentle-
nefs of dpirit. Flumbled under a {enie of much
forgiveriels to himfelf, he finds it ealy to forgive
others, if he has ought againft any. A due {enie
of what he-is in the f{ight of the  Lord, preferves
him from giving way to anger, pofitivencis, and
refentment :  he is not ecafily provoked, but 1s
«« {wift to hear, flow to fpeak, flow to wraths”
and if offended, eafly to be intreated, .and difpofed,
not only to yield to a reconciliation, but to feek 1it.
As Jefus ishis life, and righteoufnefs, and ftrength,
fo he is his pattern. DBy faith he contemplates and
{tudies this great exemplar of philanthropy. With a
holy ambition he treads in the footiteps of his Lerd
and Maiter, and learns of himto be meck and lowly,
to requite injuries with kindnefs, and to overcome
evil with good. TFrom the fame views, by faith he
derives a benevolent fpirit,- and, according to his
{phere and ability, he endeavours to proniote Lhe
welfare of all around him. ‘the law of love bemg
Jius written 1 his heart, and Lis foul {fet at Iber-
ty from the low and narrow dictates of a {clifh
fpirit, his language will be truth, and his dealings
cquity., ldis promife may be depend:zd on; with-
out the interpofition of oath, bond, or witnels;
and the feelings of his own heart vunder tne divec-
tion of an ecnlightened confciencs, and the pre-
cepts of feripture, prorapt him ¢ to do uuto o-
« thers as he would defire they, i the like Cir-
« cumitances, fhould do. unto lam.” If

waiter, he 15 gentle and compuatiionate; 31f o ier-
vant, he is faithful and obedient; for in either re-
lation he adks by faith, under the eye of his Mafter
m heaven. If he is a trader, he neitiher dares nor
withes to take advantage cither of thie ignoerance or
the neceilitics of thofe with whom he deals. And
the fame principle of love influences his whole con-
verfation. A fenfe of his own infirmities makes

o - him
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him candid to thofe of others: he will not rea-
dily believe reports to their prejudice, without {uf-
ficient proof ;. and even then, he will not ‘repeat
" them, unlefs he is lawfully called to_ it. He be-,
lieves that the precept, ¢« Speak evil of no man,”
i1s founded upon the fame authority with thofe
which forbid committing adultery or murder ;
and therefore he ¢ keeps his tongue as with 2
€ bridle.” o

Laitly, IFaith is of daily uife as a prefervative
from a compliance with the corrupt cuftoms and
maxims of the world. "The believer, though 1x
the world, 1s not or it:-by faith he triumphs over
its {miles and enticements; he fees that all that is
in the world, {uited to gratify the defires of the
flefh or the eye, 15 not only to be avoided as finful,
but as 1111..,911‘1pat1blc with his_ beit plewfmcs. He
will mix with the world fo far as is neceflary, in
the difcharge of the duties of that ftation of life in
~which the providence of God has placed*him, but
no rarther. His lellure and inclinations are enga-
ocd 1na different purfmt. They who fear the Lord
are his chofen companions; and the bleflings he
derives from the word, and throne, and ordinan.
ces of grace, miake him look upon the poor plea-
fures and amufements of thole who live witheut
God in the world with a mixture of dddain and
pity ;5 and by faith he is proof againft its frowns.
He will obey God rather than man; he wall < have
“ no fellowlhip with the unfruitful works of dark-
« nefs, but will rather reprove them.” And if,
upon this account, he thould be defpifed and inju-
riouily treated,” whatever lofs he {ufters in {fuch a
caufe he accounts his. gain, and efteems fuch dif-
grace his glory ‘

I arh-not aiming to draw a perfect charater , but
to thew the proper effects of that faith which jufli-
fies, which purifies the hedart, worketh by love,

and overcomes the world, An habitual endeavour
’; tQ
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to poffefs fuch a frame of fpirit, -and thus - to adorn
the gofpel of Chrift, and: that with growing {uccefs,
s what I am_perfuaded you are not a firanger to;
and 1 am  afraid that they who can content them-
{:lves with aiming at any thing fhort of this in their
profeflion, are too much ftrangers to themiclves,
nd to the nature of that liberty whérewith Jefus
Ehﬁ.s promifed to make his pcople iree. Lhat you
may go on from ftrength to ftrength, 1110\‘1*eaﬁhug in
the light and image of our Lord and Daviour, 1s
%t.he fincere prayer of, &c.
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203: the Propricty of -a Ll imifterial Addvefs to the Un-

convertedda:

S 1R,

N a late converfation you deflired my thoughts
+ concerning a {criptural and confiftent manner
of addrefling the confciences of unawakened fin-
juers in the courfe of your miniftry. It 1s a point
bon which amany eminent minifters have been, and
gre not, a little divided 5 and it therefore becomes
Jue to ‘propofe my fentiments with modefty and
jcaution, fo-far as I am conftrained to differ from
sany from whom in general I would be glad to learn.
E Some think, that it 1s fufficient to preach the

DY LA T D
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fpreat truths of the word of God in their hearing ;
to fet forth the. utterly ruined and helplefs ftate of
fiallen man by nature, and the appointed method of
givation by grace, through faith in the_Lord Jefus
; hvift 5 and.then to leave the application entirely
#o the agency of the Holy Spirit, who alone can
K Cz2 enlighten
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enlighten the dark under{tandings of finners, and
enable them to receive, in a due manney, the doc.
trines either of the law or the cofpcl.  And they
apprehend, that all exhortations, arguments, and
motives, addrefled to thofe who are {fuppofed to be
{till under the mfluence of the carnal mind, are in.
confiftent with the principles of {ree grace, and tly
ascknowledged inability of {fuch perfons to perfom
any {piritual adts; and that therefore the preach.
ers, who, avowing the dollrines of free grace, d
notwithftanding plead and expefiulate with finners,
ufually contradict themfielves, and retradt in thei
application what they had laboured to eftablifh
the courfe of their fermons.

'I'here are others, who, though they would be]
extremnely unwilling to derogate from the frec grac
and {overeign power of Ged m the great work o
converficn, or in the leaft degree to cnceourage thef§
miftaken notion which every unconverted perfonf
has of his own power; 'yet think it their duty o
deal with finners as rational and moral agens;§
and, as {uch, befides declaring the couniel of God
in a dedivinal way, to warn them by the terrors off
the ILord, and to befeech them by his tender maf
cies, that they receive not the grace of God, ma
preached gofpel, in vain,  Nor can 1t be denid,
but that feme of them, when deeply affected wit
the worth of fouls, and the awtul importanced
etcrnal things, have {fometimes, i the warmtho
their hearts, dropped unguarded expreflons, au
fuch as have been juitly hable to cxception. -

If we were to decide to which of thefe difteren
methods of preaching the preference is due, by t
difcernible cffects of each, it will perhaps appear.
faét, without making any invidious comparifon
that thofe minifters whom the Lord has honour
with the greateft fyccefs in awakening and-conver

ing finners, have gencrally been led to adoptt
mal
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more popular way of exhortation and addrefs ; | whilc
they who have been “{tudioufly careful to avoid any
dire& application to finners, as unneceflary and
iMProper, it they have not been altogether without
feals to their miniftry, yet their Iabours have been
more owned in building up thofe who Lave already
received the knowledge of the truth, than in add-
ing to their number. Now as ¢ }’16 that winneth
« fouls is wile,” and as every faithful labourer has
« warm defire of being inftrumental in raifing the
dead in fin to a life of righteoufnefs, tnis icems at
Jeaft a prefumptive argument in favour oif thole,
who, befides {tating the doctrines of the goipel,
endeavour, Dby earneft - perfuafions and expcitula-
tions, to imprefs themm upon the hearts of therr
hearers, and intreat and warn them to confider,
« how they fhall efcape if they nsglect 1o great
« falvation.” For it is not eafy to conceive, that
the Lord {hould moft fignally bear teftimony 1m fa-
vour of that mode of preaching which 13 leaft con-
iftent with the truth, and with itielf.

But not to infift on this, nor to rcft the caule on
the authority or examples-of men, the beit of
whom are imperfet and fallible, let us contult the
{criptuves, which, as they furnifh us with the whole
fubjeét-matter of our minltry, fo taecy afford. us
perfelt precepts and patterns for 1its due and order-
ly ditpenfation. With refpedt to the fubjelt of our
mquiry; the examples of our Lord Chrift, and of
his authorifed muniiters, the apoftles, are both our
rule and our warrant. T'he Lord Jefus was the great
preacher of free grace, ¢ who fpyake as never man
“ fpake;” and his'miniftry, while it provided re-
lief for the weary amd hceavy laden, was eminently
actigned to {tain the pride of all human glory. C
knew what was in man, and declared, < that non=
“ could come unto him, unlefs drawn and taught
“ of God;” Joha vi. 44,—46. And yet he often

- - C 3 {peaks.
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{peaks to finners in terms, which, if they were not
known to be his, might perhaps be cenfured as in.
confiftent and legal 3 John vi. 27.; ‘Luke xiii. 24,
ty 27.3 John xin 35. It appears, both from the |
context and the tenor of thefe paflages, that they
were immediately {poken, not to his difciples, bur §
to the multitude. 'The apoftles copied from they B
I.ord; they taught, that we have no. fufliciency of
ourfelves, even to think a good thoughty and that
<< it 1s not of him that willeth, or of him that run.
¢« neth, but of God who fheweth mercy;” yet
they plainly called @pon finhers (and that before §
they had given - evident figns that they were pricked [§
to the heart, as Aclsiil. 31.) ¢ to repent, and to |§
¢« turn from their vanities to the living Geodj'|
Acts iil. 19. and xiv. 15. and xvii. 30. Peter’s ad.
vice to Simon Magus 1s very full and exprefls t§
this point : for though he perceived him to be « n§
¢ the very gall of bitternefs, and in the bond of §
« iniquity,” he exhorted him ¢ to repent, and tof§
«« pray, if perhaps the thought of his heart might|§
s¢ be torgiven.” It may be prefumed, that we can-§
not have ftronger cvidence, that any of our hearess§
are n a carnal and unconverted ftate, than Peter}
had in the cafe of Simon Magus; and thereforc§
" there feems 1o Tufhcient reafon why we f{hould he-§
fitate to follow the apoftle’s example.

You have been told, that repentance and faith
are {piritual acts, for the performance of which
a principle of fpiritual life is abfolutely neceffary;
2nd that therefore, to cxhort an unregenerate fin.
“q1er to repent or believe, muft be'as vain and fruit
lefs as to caill a dead perfon® out of his grave. To
this it may be anfwered, That we might chearfully
and conifidently undertake even to call the den
out of their graves, if we bad the command and
promife of God to warrant the attempt; for thei

we might expect his power would accompany owr
- '“'Grdl
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word. The vifion of Ezekiel, chap. xxxvii. may
be fitly accommodated to illuftrate both the difh-
culties and the encouragement of a gofpel-mini.
fter. 'The deplorable f{tate of many of our hear-
ers may-often remind us of the.Lord’s queftion to
the prophet, ¢« Can thefe dry bones live ?” QOur
vefource, like that of the prophet, is,entirely in
the fovereignty, grace, and power of the’Lord:
¢ O Lord, thou knoweft, impofilible as it 1s to us,
¢« it is ealy for thee to raife them unto life : there-
« fore we renounce our own redfonings ; and though
« we fee-that they are dead, we call upon them at
« thy bidding, as if they were alive, and fay, O
¢« yc dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!
« 'The means i1s our part, the work 1s thine, and to
« thee be all the praife.” The drybones could not
hear the prophet; but while he {poke, the Lord
caufed breath to enter into them, and they lived,
but the word was {poken to them confidered as dry
and dead. -

It 1is true, the Lord can, and I hope he often
does, make that preaching effectual to the conver-
fion of f{inners, wherein little is {aid exprefsly to
them, only the truths. of the gofpel are declared in
their hearing ;3 but he who knows the frame of the
human heéart, has provided us with a variety of
topics which have a moral {uitablenefs to-engage
the faculties, affeCtions, and confciences of finners,
{o far at leaft as to leave themfielves condemned if
they. perfift in their fins, and by which he often
effeCts the purpofcs of his grace ; though none of
the means of grace by which he ordinarily works,
can produce a real change in the heart, unlefs they
are accompanied with the eflicacious power-of his
opirit.  Should we admit, that an unconverted
perion is not a proper {ubjet of mimifterial exhor-
tation, becaufe he has no power in himfelf to com-
ply, the 1uft confequence of this pofition would

| C 4 perhaps
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perhaps extend too far, even to prove the 1mpro-
prlety of all e\hmtatlon univerfally : for when we
invitc the weary and heavy laden to come to Jefus,
that they may find reft; when we call upon back-
fliders to remember from whence they are f"tllcn,
to - ¢¢ repent, and to do their {irft workss” yea,
when we exhort believers to ¢ walk’ worthy of
God, who has called them to his kingdom and
glory ;7 in each of thefe cales we prefs them to atls
for which they have no inherent power of their
own; and unlefs the Lord, the Spirit, is pleafed to
apply the word to-thew hearts, we do but ipeak
into the air; and our endeavours can have no more
effect in thefe inftances, than if we were to fay to
a dead bod} ¢ Arift,, and walk.” For an exertion
cf divine power is no lels necefiary ta - the h-.,ahng
of a wounded conicience, than to the breaking of
- hard heart 5 and only he who has begun the good
work of grace, 1s able cither to revive or to main
tain 1t. | .

. Though finners arc df—:ﬁitute of {piritual life, they
are not therefore mere machines. They have a
power to do many things whlch they may be called
upon to exert. Tne}r arc capable of confidering
their ways; they know they are mertal; and the
bulk of them are pmiuac‘c_d in their confcicnces,
that '1fta,r death there 1s an appointed judgment:
they avenot under an inevitable nt,ce*nty of lwmg
o xknown and grofs fins; that they do fo, is not
for want of pow , but for . want of will, The
“mofit plmane lweftnl can refrain from his oaths,
whnile in the prefence of a perfon whom he -fears,
and to whom he knows it vmu‘d be difpleafing.
Let a drunkerd fee poifon put’into his hquol, and
it may {tand by hum untafied from morning to
night.  And many would be deterred from fins to
which they are rrrc.-...dy addicted, by the prefence of

a child, though they have no fear of God bzfore
“"'hf’ll
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their eyes.  They have a power likewile of attend-
ing upon the means of grace ; and ‘though the
Lord only can give them true faith and evqngchcm
repentance, there feems no impropriety to invite
them, upen the ground of the goipel-promifes, to
{feek to him who 1s exalted to beftow thele bleiﬁnﬂ-q
and who 1s able to do that for ‘them which tha,y
cannot do for themfelves ; and -who has {aid,
¢¢ Him that cometh unto me, I will 1n no wile
« caft out.” Perhaps it will not be eafily proved,
that intreaties, arguments, warnings, formed upon
thefe general principles, which arc m the main a-
Qreeable and adequate to the remaining lhight of na-
tural confcience, are at all inconfiftent Wlth thofe
do&rines which afcribe the whole of a finnes’s {al-
vation, from firft to lait, to the free fovereign grace:
of God. |

We fhould undoubtedly endeavour to maintain
a confiftency m cur prmchn‘w' but unleis we LLEJ_}
the plan and manner of the Scripture conftantly in
view, and attend to every part of it, a defign of
confiftency may fetter our {entiments, and greatly*
preclude our ufefulnefs. We need not wifh to be
more confiftent than the infpired writers, nor be
afraid of ipeaking as they have {poken before us.
We may eafily perplex ourfelves ’md our hearers,
by nice reafonings on the nature of .human liberty;
and the divine agency on the hearts of men; but
fuch difquifitions are better avoided. We {hal
perhaps, never have full fatisfaction on thefe fub-m
jeéts, till we arrive in the world of light. "In the
mean time, the path- of. duty, the good old wuay,
lies plain before us. If when vou are in the pulpit,
the Lord favours you with a hively fenfe of the
oreatnels of the truft, and the worth of the {fouls
Lommlftud to your ch'u‘ge, and fills your heart
with his conilraining love, many little curious dif-

tintions, which amufed you at other times, will

" C3 . be
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be forgotten. Your foul will go forth with your
words 3 and while your bowels yern over poor fin-
ners, you will not hefitate a moment, whether you
ought to warn them of their danger or not. That
great champion of free grace, Dr Owen, has a very -
{clemn addreis to ﬁm"erb ; the running title to' which
15, ¢¢ Exhortations unto believing.”” It is in his Ex-
pofition of the rjoth Pfalm, from p. 242. to 247.
Lond. edit. 1600, "which I recommend to your at-
tentive confideration.
I am, &c.

-
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On the inward Wiinefs to the ground and veality of
Faith. .

> I R, - i

E Readily offer you my thoughts on 1 John v. 1c,
«« He th’lt believeth on the Son of God, hath

¢¢ the witnefs in himielf 3 though, perhaps, you
will think I am writing a fermon, rather than a
letter. If we believe in the Son of Ged, whatever:
trials we may meet with in the prefent hfe, our beft
concerns are fafe, and our happinefs is fure. If we
do not, whatever elfe we have, or feem to have,
we are in a ftate of condemnation 5 and living and
dying fo, muft perith. Thoufands, it is to be fear-
ed, perfuade themfelves that they are believers,
though they cannot f{tand the teft of Scripture.
~ And there are many real believers, who, through
the prevalence of remaining unbelief, and the
temptations of Satan, form hard conclufions againit
themfelves, though the Scripture fpeaks peace to
them. DBut how does this correfpond with the
~ - paflnge
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paffage before us, which afferts univerfally, ¢« He
« thai believeth, hath the witnefs in himfelf ;" for
can a man have the witnefs in himfelf, and vyet
not know 1t ? It may be anfwered, The evidence,
in its own nature, 1s {uflicient and infallible ; but
we are very apt, when we would form a judg-
ment of ourielves, to fuperadd rules and marks of
trial, which are not given us (for that purpole)
in the Bible. 'That the word and Spirit of God
do witnefs for his children, is a point in which
many are agreed, who are far from being agreed
as to the nature and manner of that witnefs. It
15, therefore, very defirable, rightly to underftand
‘the evidence by which we are to judge whether we
are believers or not.

'The importance and truth of the gofpel-falva-
tion 13 witnefled. to 1n heaven, by ¢ the Iather,
« the Word, and the Spint.” It is witnefled to
on earth, by ¢ the Spirit, the water, and the
blood,” ver. #. 8. Zhe Spirit, in ver. 8. (I appre-
hend)} denotes a.divine light in the underftanding,
communicated by the Spirit of God, enabling the
“foul to percerve and approve the truth. Zle awater
feems to intend the powerful influence of this
knowledge and light in the work of {antification..
And the blood, the application of the blood of Jefus
to the confcience, relieving 1t from guilt and
tear, and imparting a ¢« peace which paffes all un-
¢ derftanding.” And he that believeth hath this
united teftimony of the Spirit, the water, and the
blood, not by hearfay only, but in himfelf. Ac-
cording to the meafure of his faith, (for faith has
various degrees), he has a living proof that the
witnels is true, by the effeCts wrought in his own
ficart.

‘Thefe things, which Ged has joined together,
are too often attempted to be {eparated. Attempts
of this kind have been a principal fource and caufe

C¢ of
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of moft of the dangerous errors and miftakes
which are to be found among{t profeflors of reli-
gion. Some fay much concerning zhe Spirit; and
lay claim to an inward light, whereby they think
they . know the things of God. Others lay great
ftrefs upon the avaier ; maintaining a regular con-
verfation, abftaining from the defilements of the
world, and aiming- at a maftery over their natural
defires and tempers 3 but neither the one nor the
other appear® to be duly {enfible of the value of
the blzsd of atonement, as the {ole ground of their
acceptance, and the {pring of their life and ftrength,
Gthers, again, are all for rhe blosd ; can {peak
much of j:sfus, and his blocd and righteouinefs;
though it do¢s not appear that they are truly fpi-
ntlnlly ¢nlightened to perceive the beauty and har-
mony of gofpel-truths, or that they pay.a due re-
gard to that ¢ holinefs without which no man can
¢« ice the Lord.” Dut Jelus came, not by water
only, or by.blood only, buc by avarer and blosd ;
and the Spirit bears witnefs to both, becaufe the
opirit.as truth.. "The water alone affords but a cold
ftarched form of godlinefs, deftitute of that enli-
vening power which 1s derived from a knowledge
of the preciouinefs of Jefus, as the Lamb that was
flaoin. - And 1f any. talk of the blood xvithout the
water, they do but turn the grace of God into
licenticufnels : {o, likewife, to pretend to -the Spi-
rit, and at the {ame time to have low thoughts of
- Jefus, is a delufton and vanity; for the true Spirit
teftifies and takes. of his glory, and prefents it to
the foul. But the real believer receives the united
teftimeny, and has the witnefs m himfielf that he
“does {o. |
To have the witnefs 1n ourfelves, 1s to have the
truths that are declared in the Scripture revealed in
our hearts. "T'his brings an experimental convic-
tion, which may be fafely depended on, ¢ that we
¢ have
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«« have received the grace of God in truth.”” A
man born blind may believe that the {un is bright
upon the teftimony of another; but if he fhould
obtam his fight, he would have the witnefs in  him-
elf. - Believing {prings from a fenfe and perception
of the truths of the goipel; and whoever hath this
{piritual perception 1s a believer. He has the wit-~
nefs in himielf. He has received the Spirit; his
underftanding 1s enlightened, whereby he {ees
things to be as they are defcribed in the werd of
God, refpecting his own ftate by fin, and the ut-
ter impoilibility of his obtaining relief by any other
means than thofe propofed in the gofpel. = Thefe
things are hidden from us by nature. He has like,
wife received the blood. The knowledge of fin-
and 1ts demerits, if alone; would drive us to de-
fpan ; but by the fame light of the Spirit, Jefus is
apprehended as a fuitable. 'md all-fufhcient Saviour.
All that is declared concerning his perfon, ofhices,
love, {ufferings, and obedience, is underftood and .
approved. Here the wounded and- weary {oul
finds healing and reft. "Then the Apoftle’s lan-
guage 1s adopted, ¢ Yea, doubtlefs, and I count all
¢ things but lois for the excellency of the know-
« ledge of Chrift Jefus my -Lord.” Me has like-
wife received the water, confidered as the emblem
of {anltification. T'o a Dbeliever, all that the {crip-
ture tcaches concerning the nature, beauty, and
neceflity of - holinefs, as a living principle in the
dicart, carries convidtion and evidence. A - deli-
verance from the power, as well as from the guilt
of fin, appears to be an important and cflential
part of falvation. He {ees his original and his
proper happinefs, that nothing lefs than commu-

nion with God, and c:onfo1m1ty to hlm, is worth =

his purfuit, And therefore he can fay, ¢ {foul
¢ thirfteth for thee'; I delight in the law of God -

“ aftex the wward man.” In a word, his judg-
meni
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ment and his choice are formed upon "a new {piri-
tual tafte, derived from the written word, and cor-
refpondent with 1t, as the mufical ear 1s adapted
to relifh harmony: {o that what God has for-
bidden, appears hateful 3 what he has commend-
ed, neceflary 3 what he has promifed, defirable ;
and what he has revealed, glorious. Whoever has.
thele perceptions, has the witnefs in himfelf, that
he ‘has been taught of God, and believes in his
oon. '
If you think this explanation is agreeable to the
fcripture, you will be {atisfied that the witnefs {pc-
ken of i this pailage, 1s very difterent from what
fome perfons underftand 1t to be. It 1s not an 1m-
pulfe, or ftrong perfuafion, imprefled upon us in a
-way of which we can give no account, that ¢« we are
¢¢ tlie children of God,” and that our fins are frec-
ly forgiven; nor is the power{ul application of a
particular text of feripture neceffary to preduce it:
ncither i1s 1t always conneted with a very hvely
fenfible ccmfort.  "Thefe things, an fome perfons
and inftances, may accempany the witnefs or tefti-
mony we are fpeaking of, but do not properly be-
long to 1t : and thcy may be, and often have been,
counterfeited. DBut what I have deferibed 1s inimi-
table and infallible 3 1t i1s indubitably, as the magi-
cians confeffed of the miracles of Mcefis, the finger
of God, as certainly the effeét of Lis divine power
as the creation of the world. It 1s true, many whe
have this witnefs, walk in darknefs, and are ha-
rafled with many doubts and perplexities concerning
their ftate : but this 1s not becaufe the witnels is not
futhcient to give them f{atistaltion, but becaufc they
do mot account it {o: being mifled by the influence
of {elf-will and a legal {pirit, they overlook this evi-
dence as too fimple, and expedlt fomething extraordi-
nary; at leaft they think they cannot be right, un-

lefs they axe led in the {ame way in which the Lﬁrd
As.
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has been pleafed to lead others with whomy they
may have converfed. DBut the Lord, the Spirit, is
fovereign and free in his operations; and though
he gives to all who are the fubjects of his grace,
the fame views of fin, of themielves, and of the
Saviour 3 yet, with refpelt to the circumfitantials
of his work, there is, as in the features of our fa-
ces, fuch an amazing variety, that perhaps no two
perfons can be found whole experiences have been
exalltly alike: but as the Apoftle fays, That ¢ he
« that believeth,” that is, whofoever believeth
(without exception), ¢ has this witnefs in. him-
{elf 3”7 it muft confequently arife from what i1s com-
mon to them all, and not from what is peculiar to
a few. - B

Before 1 conclude, 1 would make two or three
obfervations. In the firft place, I think it 1s plain,
that the {uppofition of a real believer’s living in fin,
or taking encouragement from the goipel fo to do,
1s deftitute of the leaft foundation in truth, and
can only proceed from an ignorance of the fubject.
Sin 1s the burden under whieh he groans; and
he would account nething fhort f a deliverance
from it worthy the name of {alvation. A principal
part of his evidence that he is. a believer, arifes
from that abhorrence of fin which he habitually
feels. It is true; {in f{till dwelleth 1n him ; but he
lothes and refifts it: upon this account he i1s in a
ftate of continual warfare; f he was not {o, he
could not have the witnefs in himfelf, that he is
born of God. t

Agam: From hence arifes a folid evidence, ‘that
the Scripture is indeed the word of God, becaufe
it fo exactly defcribes what is exemplified in the ex-
perience of all who are fubjets of a work of grace.
While we are in a natural {tate, it is to us as a feal-
ed book : though we can read it, and perhaps aflent
to the falts, we can no more underitand our own

concernments
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concernments in what we read, than if it was writ.
ten in an unknown tongue. bBut when the mind is
ehlightened by the Holy Spirit, the Scripture ad.
drefles us as 1t were by name, explains every IS
culty under which we laboured, and propoics an
adequate and eﬂr.@cual remedy f01 the relief of all
our wants and fears.

Laftly, 1t follows, that the hope of a believer is
bualt upon a foundation that cannot be fhaken,
though it may and will be aflaulted. It does net
depend upon occafional and changeable frames, up-
on any that is precarious and queftionable, but up-
on a correfpondence and agreement with the writ.
ten word. Nor does this wwreement depend upon
a train of laboured arguments and deduétions, but
is {elf-evident, as hight is to the-eye, to every per-
fon who has a real participation of the grace of
God. It 1s equally {uited to all capacities; by this
the unlearned are enabled to know their eleltion of
God, and "¢ to rejoice with a joy unipeakable and
¢« full of glory.” And the wifeft, it deftitute of
this perception, though they may be mafiters of all
the external evidences of Chriftianity, and able to
COH‘lb‘lt the cavils of infidels, can ee no real beauty
in the truths of the goipel, nor derive any .folid
comfort from them.

I have only {ent you a few hafty hints : 1t would
be eafy to enlarge ; but I {at down, yot to write a
book, but a letter. May this mward witnefs pre-
fide w1tl1 power in our hearts, to amimate our hopes,

and to mortify our cc suntions !
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L ETTETZR IX
On the Dollrines of Elettion and ﬁfml Perfeverances

Dear Sir,

OUR letter breathes the fpirit of a Chriftian,.

though you fay you are not a Calvimift. 1
{hould have {till confined mylfelf, in my letters, to
the great truths in which we are agreed, if you had
“not invited me to touch upon the points wherein
we differ. 1f you were pofitive and peremptory
in your prelent fentiments, I f{hould not think it
my duty to debate with you ; in that cafe, we might
contend as much for vitory as for truth. DBut as
you profefs yourfelf an inquirer, and are defirous
of forming your judgment agreeable to the word
of God, without being influenced by the authority
of names and parties, I willingly embrace the oc-
cafion you offer me. You fay, that though you
are not prejudiced againit the doltrines of eleltion,
and perieverance .of the f{aints, they appear to you
attended with {uch dithculties, that you cannot
yet heartily and fully affent to them. May the
Lord, the Spirit, whofe office it is to guide his
peopie into all truth, di&tate to my pen, and ac-
company what I {hall write with his blefling. It is
not my intention to prove and illuftrate thefe doc-
trines at large, or to encounter the various objec-
tions that have been raifed againft them. So much
has been done in this way already, that 1 could
only repeat what has been fiud to greater advantage-
by others. Nor necd I refer ycu to the books
which have been profeffedly written upon this ar-
gument. In a letter to a friend, I {ihall not aim
“at the exa&nefs of a d1fpumnt, but only offer a
few unpremeditated hints, in the fame manner as

1
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1f I had the pleafure of perfonally converfing W1th
you.

Permit me to remind you, in the frft place, of
that important aphorifin, John #i. 27. (which by
the by feems to fpeak ‘ftrongly in favour of the
doirines 1n queition): ¢ A man can receive no-
¢ thing, except it be given him from heaven.” If
you fhould accede to my opinions upon my per-
fuafion-only, you would be little benefited by the
exchange. ‘The liord alone can give us the true,
vital, comfortable, and ufeful knowledge of- his
own truths. We may become wife in notions, and
{fo far 'maiters of a fyftem, or {cheme of doéirine,
as to be able to argue, objelt, and fight, in favour
of our own hypothefis, by dint of application, and
natural abilities ; but we rightly underftand what
we {ay, and whereof we athrm, no farther than we
have a {piritual perception of it wrought in our
hearts by the power of the Holy Ghoft. It is not
therefore by noify difputation, but by humble wait-
ing upon God in prayer, and a carcful perufal of
his holy word, that we are to expect a fatisfatory,
experimental, and effcacious knowledge of the truth
as 1t 1s In Jefus. 1 am perfuaded, thatyou are {cek-
ing in this way s if {fo, I am confident you {hall not
{feek in vain. ‘T'l.e Lord teaches effe€tually, though.
for the moft part gradually. 'The path of the _]uﬂ:
1s compared to the hight, which 1s VEI"Y faint at the
- early dawn, but fhineth more and more to the per-
felt day. ,r

If you fincerely feek the Lord’s direCtion by
prayer, you will of courle make ufe of his appomt-
ed means -of information, and fearch the {crip-
tures. Give me leave to. offer you the following
advices, while you are reading and comparing {p:-
ritual things with {piritual. Firft, Not to lay tqo
oreat {irefs upon a few detached texts, but feek for
that {enfe which is moft agreeable to the general

{tram
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itrain of* the {cripture. The infallible word of Ged
muft doubtlefs bé confiftent with itfelf. If it does
not appear {fo to us, the obfcurity and feemmg 1n-
confiftency muft be charged to the remaining dark-
nefs and ignorance of our minds. As many locks,
whofe wards differ, are opened with equal eafe by
one mafter-key 3 {o there is a certain comprehen-
five view of {cmiptural truth, which opens hard
places, folves objeltions, and happily reconciles,
illuftrates, and harmonizes many texts, which to
thofe who have not this mafter-key, frequently
{tyled the analogy of faith, appear little lels than
contraditory to each other. "When you obtain
this key, you will be fure that you have the right
fenfe.

Again, You will do well to confult experience as
vou go along. For though this is not to be de-
pended upon in the firlt inftance, but muit itlelf be
{ubjetted to the rule of the written word, yet 1t 1s
a good fubordinate help. Confider which fenfe 1s
moft agreeable to what paffes within you and around
you, and which beft anfwers to the dealings of God
with yourfelf, and to what you can obferve of his
dealings with others.

Farther, When you are led (as I think you will
be, if you. are not already) to view the Calvinift
do&rines in a favourable light, be not afraid of
embracing them, becaufe there may be perhaps
fome objettions which, for want of a full pofiefiion
of the key 1 mentmned, you are not able to clear
up; but confider if there are not as {irong or
{tronger objellions againft the other fide. We are
poor weak creaturess; and the clearing up of every
difficulty 1s not what we are immediately called to,
but rather to feek~that light whlch may {irengthen
and feed our fouls.

Laftly, Compare the tendency of different opi-

mons. L'his is an excellent rule, if we can faixly =

apply
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apply it. Whatever 1s from God has a {ure ten-
dency to afcribe glory to him, to exclude boafting
from the creature, to promote the love and pm(,-
tice of holinefs, and increafe our dependence upon
his grace and faithfulnefs. The Calvinifts have no
veafon to be afraid of refting the merits of their
caufe upon this ifluc; notwithitanding the unjuft
mifreprefentations which have been often made of
their principles, and the -ungenerous trecatrent of
thofe who would charge the mifmlriwes of a few
individuals, as the neceffary confequence of em-
bracing thofe principles. |
But I muit check myfelf, or I fthall finith my let- .
ter beforc 1 properly begin my fubje¢t. You have
objeltions to the do&une of eletion. You will
however agrce with me, ‘that the 1C1lpture does
{peak of it, and that in very {irong and exprefs
terms, particularly St Paul. I have met with {ome.
{incere people, as I believe, who have told me‘they
could not bear to read his gth chapter to the Ro-
mans, but always pafled it over : fo that thewr pre-
judices again{t eleftion, prejudifed them againit a
part of the {eripture likewife. But why fo, un-
lefs becaufe the dreaded dodtrine is maintained too
plamly to be evaded? But you will fay, that fome
writers and preachers attempt to put an eafier fenfs
upon the apoftle’s words. I.ct us judge then, as I
lately propofed, from experience. Admil,ting,'what
I am {fure you will admt, the total depravity of hu-
man natur