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Gonp’s Dealings with Mr., Tho. Hogg.,

Rev. Sir, Now. 1741, |
i -
@N Obedience to your Requeft, I

¢ give you the following Account of
2> my Experience from time to time,
) and the true State of my Soul at
N Ll Ff prefent.

Some time before you began to explain the
Gofpel in the Minories, -1 was drawn to hear the
Word, under the Rev. Mr. 77, | found Sweet-
nefs in frequenting the Houfe of Prayer, altho’
ignorant at that time of the Love of Gob to poor
Sinners. After this I was taken to hear the Rev.
Mr. L. and was more and more delichted with
the Ways of the Lord. His Doétrine was good
Morality, and plain to be underftood, and I
took a great Liking to him. The next I heard
was the Rev. Dr. H. but he was quite out of
my Reach. I could not underftand him. His
Difcourfes were fpiritual, but I was carnal, feek--
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ing to be faved by the Work of the Law, going
about to -eftablith my own R.ghteoufnefs.

After a few times hearing him, I was brought
to hear you. You was expi ining the 7th Chap-
ter of the Epiftle to the Romans, which was to
me like a Man fpeaking in an unknown Tongue.
You was endeavouring to convince us of dim,
and thewing the Difference betwixt the Law and
the Gofpel. You told us what we were by
Nouture, defcribed the Motions of Sin ftirring in

usy_and the Bleflings we received by Jefus Chrift,
" It was all a Myftery to me. I could not un-
deritand but now and then a Word. I heprd
you to the End of your Lifcoutfe. You gave
Nqtice when you was to be there agaim, -and-the
Lord-inclined 'my Heart to attend, for which' I
fhall alwa. s praife his holy Name,

.1 feldom mifled an Opportunity of hearing
you,. or your Brother, or Mr. . in your Ab-
fence ; and by my conftant Attendance, and the
Blefing of Gob’s Spirit upon your Labours, [
f)t;gz_aq to feg thofe beaftly and devilith T'empers
in me, which you {o often prefied very clofe upon
your Hearers. |

W hen the Rev. Mr. /7bitefield came to Town
I otten attended him; and I bought Burkitt’s
Expofition of the New Tettament. I wanted
what I had not, a true Knowledge- of, Jefus
Chrift ; and this I would have gained by Books ;
for I alfe bought me a Ditionary, that I might
know the true meaning of Words: But very
hittle Ufe did I make of it, for 1 foon perceived
Chrift was not to be found there. ,

Once, under a Difcourfe at Mr. Bray’s, I
felt the Words come with Power tp my Soul,
I had a {trong Hope of the blefled Promifes. My
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Heart was filled with Joy, and my Eyes overe
flowed with Tears. 1 could have cried out with
Peter, It is good for me to be here. T he next Day
I read Burk:t’s Explanation of the Chapter, and
the Spirit came with the Letter. My Heart was
again hlled with Joy, and my Eyes with Tears,
I fell down before the Lord in extempore Prayer,
as 1 never did before, or for many Months aftér.
This was the Lord’s doing, and it was marvellons
in my Eyés: Therefore praife ye the Lord, blfs
the Lord, and magnify his Name Sf&r ever.

I often locked back at the Sweetnefs I then
received, but could not tafte the like Comfort,
or not in fo full a manner. I had not then felt
the Weight of my Sins, neither could I fay the
:Burthen of them was intolerable. But I was in
a meafure dead to many of my outward Sins,
particularly that which did fo eafily befet me.

Some time after this 1 came down out of my
Shop to Dinner, and was deeply meditating in
my Heart on the deplorable Condition which
my Friends and Relations were in, when in a
Moment I was {truckall ona Heap. The Tor-
ments of Hell compaffed me round about, and I
thought I faw the Flames of it before me., Then
indeed I .could fay, the Remembrance of my
Sins was grievous unto me. It was for one
particular Sin I was moft wounded ; the Bur-
then of that was really intolerable. I had no
Reafon to look any longer at my Friends, but
at myfelf. My Dinner flood before me, but I
could not touch it. . I continued in this State
for a {mall Seafon only. 1 do not remember
that I had then any T hought of Prayer 5 but I was
in a very great Fright, The Lord faw my de-

plorable Condition, and fent me Help from his
' A 3 holy
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holy Hil. He was pleafed to apply to my Heart,
8¢ Why fhould 1 be afraid, when Chrift has died
Yor me ? >’ At this | received prefent Eafe, but
did not find any great Joy; only a thorough
Deliverance frem that heavy Burthen, too heavy
for me to bear.

I took a little Food but was ftill deep.in
thought of what had happened to me. Ihe Ac-~
Cufer of the Brethren fet my Sin before me, and
would fain have brought me inte Condemnation
again; but the Lord appeared on my Side, with
“ Fear not, Chrift hath died.”” 1 held faft this
Shield, and, blefled be Gop, have proved more
than Congqueror, thro’ Chrift- ftrengthening me.
I did not then diftin&ly know that I had received
the Forgivenefs of my Sins. Sometimes I thought
J had, and at other times was in doubt of it. s

I was a conftant Hearer of the Word, but had
very little Converfation with any who had Ex-
perience of the Work of Goo upon their Souls,
excepting a few who were feeking after him,
I often was in great Joy, and found fweet Peace
10 my Soul; fometimes in Heavinefs, and many
Doubts left I thould fall away 3 for 1 thought 1
could not continue to the knd, becaufe I was
young, and had many Years to live. Thenl
was defirous to die. Thefe Thoughts often
troubled me. I did not then know that it was a
‘Temptation, being ignorant of Satan’s Devices.

I began to exhort and reprove when 1 thought
I could be free, and was defirous to bring Souls
to JEsSUS yet there was the. Fear of Man in
me; as there is to this Day. At that Time 1

thelonged to a Drinking Club, but was very de-
firous to leave it, for 1 went to it with great
Relu€tange, - and was fully convinced of the

Error
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Error of it: Yet I did not give it up, becaufe it
was at a Friend’s Houfe. :

‘When the Bithop of Londsn’s Letter ¢ame out,
at the Time of Mr. Whitefield’s leaving England,
Satan ftrove hard for me, and fet his Inftruments
at-work, and who fhould they be but the very
Perfons who had firft b.oucht me to hear the
Gofpel. Having drawn back themfelves, they
were continually buffetting me, telling me of my
Error, and endcavouring to draw me back afte
them, . | kis they laboured to do whenfoever we
met. 1 was. often in great Difturbance of Spirit
about it, but blefled b Gop, the Seed which
was fown had taken Root. You had not la-
boured in vain, neither run in vain. - Not unts
usy, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name give
the Praife, for thy loving Kindnefs, and for thy
Lruth Sake. “ : ?
. After this 1 found my Heart very hard and
cold. I could not repent as I defired ; was
tofs’d about in Prayer, firft to one Boek,. then to
another ; but could not find fo much tafte in any
as 1 did in two or three Colleéts of our own
Church. But with them 1 could not be fatisfied,
thinking they were' not Prayers long enough s
?et I was often repeating them. !
. About this time I was taken into the Society, -
where I lay like a dead Dog. Your Prayers fels
dom -made any Impreflion on me. My old Sin
ftrongly befet me, and was very grievous to bear.
1 was even urged to commit it, that then 1 might
~truly repent, and come to a faving Knowledge of
the Blood of Jefus Chrift: For'as .vet 1 was in
Doubt. T was often near the Fire, but the Lord -
preferved me in a wonderful Manner, and would

not {uffer me to be burnt, -
Aftet
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After this I was advifed to meetin Band one of¢
the firft that met at the Foundery, 1 thought it
was for my Good, and came, tho’ with great
Uneafinefs, not knowing what to fay. 1 feldom
mifled meeting ; but was ftill befet with that {la-
vih Paffion. I told my Brethren how 1 was
troubled. 'They explained to me the Difference
betwixt Sin and Temptation, which till then I
did not know ; fur I thought I committed Sin by
having thofe evil Thoughts. Then I began to
learn a little Experience : But ftill [ had not re-
ceived a clear Senfe of my Forgivenefs. Yet 1
held faft my Hope, and about laft Auguft was a
Twelvemontb, I was coming from the Sacrament
with our Brother H-——, and afking him the
State of his Soul. He told me he knew himfelf
in a State of Grace, becaufe he had Pecace with-
in, and did not commit any known Sin, neither
had Sin any Dominion over kim. Farther, he told
me there was now no Condemnation to them
which are in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after
the Fleth, but after the Spirit, ¢ I received
bis Words with great Earneftnefs, and found my
Experience to anfwer his. I knew that 1 did
not commit any known Sin. The Promifes he
named were fet home to my Heart. I rececived
the Word with Gladnefs, and had a clear Senfe
of the Forgivenefs -of my Jins, the Spirit of
(Gop bearing Witnefs with my Spirit that I was
a Child of Gonp. | *

The Enemy laboured much to take away my
Shield ; but now all his Attempts were vain,
The more he tempted, the ftronger was my
Faith, and the Promifes of Gop were more
deeply ftamped upon my Heart. When he fet
my din before me, thrQ’. Grace I flew to the Pro-

mife



(o))

mile. | He that belidverh on bim is° fot condemmed ¢
And Gob {o loved the World, ‘that he gave his
only begotten don, that whofever belicveth in
him thould pot perifh, but hbave -everl.fting Life.

I will not fay that I have been faithful .ta the
(srace given, and never found any Guilt upon
my Soul fince this: But when I have offended,
the Lord wis loving, and fhewed me my Error,
and I confefled my Fault, and came unto. him
as a poor condemned: Sinner, and {aid, © Father,
¢ if I have finned, with thee an Advocate I have.’
And the Lord was gracious, - and fhewed forth
his Love to me again.

I do not know that I have for any Length of
Time laboured. under the GGuilt of any Sin: Bubo
for a few Hours I have been in Doubt whether §
had committed Sin Or 60, by {peaking Words
unadvifedly. 1 have laboured much under an
¢vil Heart: But I have almoft continually the
Witnefs of {Gop’s Spirit with my Spirit, that I
am a Child of his. Yet there femains within an
evil Root, The Seed of the Scrpent is not done
away ; and it .often prefents ititfelf in the Riw
fings of Anger, Pride, Peevifthnefs of Spirit, evil
Surmifings, and Defires, Covetoufnefs and fuch
like unholy Tempers. But when the Enemp
befets me with any of thefe, 1 cry unto the Lord
for Help ; for without him I can do noth'ngy
but thro’ Chrift firengthening me -1 can do all
Things, - t

I believe alfo that there remaineth a Reft for
the People of Gobp, But I bave been in Doubt,
whether or nct it was to be obtained ull a very
fhort time before the Hour of Death, and there-
fore } was not in fuch earneft Purfuit of it as I
ought to have been. DBut fince your com.ng to

"Town,
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Town, and’ Mr. Mafield. in hearing you both
frequent upon’ it,.aud ‘your ftrong Reaforings,
and many- Proofs. which you brought from the
Scriptures, I have been ihoroughly convinced of

myErmr I L

I think it was laft Tﬁefdﬂy was three Weeks
I heard: Mr. Maxfi2ld. Ris Difcourie was from
Rom. vi. How fhall wd that-are dead to: Sin-live
any longer thercin @ His :Reafonings, I think,
were o ftrong, that.no Man could gainfay themn,
The Texts of Scripture which he brought in
Confirmarion were many. I received his Saving,
and was quickened by the Spirit of Gop unto a
lively ‘Hope, believing 'L.thould, in his Time,
enter. into that blefled dtate, and fo be happv for
évermore. f . :
.1 remained thus many" Days, eirneftly con-
tending for the Hope of the Gofpel: But being
much in the Hurry of Bufinefs at this Time,
aud Nature crying, Spare thyfelfy there is fome-
thing of a Slacknefs has taken hold of me.
Wherefore I humbly beg your Prayersy: that the
Lo:d would not fuffer me go.grow :cold ox lukes
warmy., byt £ infpire my T hought that I may
earncitly prefs forward to the Mark of the Prize
of -our bigh Calling, which isin Chrift Jefus our
Lord ; that when Chrift, who is our Life, thall ap-
pear, I mav alfo appear with him, and meet youy
Reverend Sir, in Glory, to fing.Praifes to Gop,
and to the Lamb, who f{itteth upon the Throne
for €ver and ever.

From vour unworthy Son, Servant, and Bro=

ther in Chriit .
Thoemas Hogg.

w3
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On the bcath of Mr. THOMAS HOGE,
_‘}'um 29. 1750

T EA DY, faithful Soul adieu !
A} Thou the mortal Debt ‘hatt paid,
Nobly fought thy Paffzge thro’ ;
By the guardizh Hofts convey’d
Go to thy eternal Reft, -
Go to thy Redeemer’s Breaft.

2. T'hee with {icred Envy mov’d,
Clean efcap’d srom Earth we fee,
Challeng’d by thy Bett belov’d,
Him, who died to purchafe thee,
Him, who juftly ciaims his own, |
Him, who call thee to his Throne, -;

3. At the Noon of Life prepar’d, I
In thy Strength of Years and Grace,
" Thou haft feiz’d the full Reward,
‘Thou haft won the glorious Race,
Found the Blifs for Saints deugn d,
Left thy -weeping Friends behmd -

4. Sad, difconfolate, alone, ?
BV our old Companion left,
We the common Lofs. bemoan, - - PR
- Of our desreft Friend bereft, .
+ Friend to.every Child of Gracq
. Friend to a]l the ranfom’d Racew

5. Who fhall iow the Orphan feed,
o <--Al the Widow’s Wints fup ly L
. Who fhall Help the Souls in.Need; =~ *
Who the Mourner’s Tears thall dry,
Feel the tempted Spirit’s Load,
Bear them to the Throne of Gob ?
6. Anfwel
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6. Arfwer thou, who hear’ft the Prayer, .
. Thau whé didft our Biothiér kend,
Now thy Church’s Lofs repair,.-
Now the equal Blefling tend 5
Whom I view caugbe up to thee,:
Let his Spirit reft on me.

7. Meek like him, and jaft, and pure,
O might I, ev’'alanfe!
Prompt to aét, and ftrong t'endurey
Meaneft, leaft in my own Eyes; -
Dead to Pleafure, Wealth, ad Fame,
All-dev:atcd to the Lamb.

8. O might I, with calmeft Zeal
For the Faith, like him, contend,
Love the Men whote Hate 1 feel,
Bear their Burden to the End,
Win them by my parting Breath,
Congquer all my Foes in Death !

E P I T A P H.

E RE refts in Hope, beneath thishumble
Clod . . L
A breathlels Temple of the living Gob,
Aflur’d the zll-xreviving T'runip to hear,
To fee the Judge on his whrite Throne appear.
Spring me. the Tomb, znd meet him 1w the
. s . IO L _— ‘
Body and S-ul fhall then united gife, | =
The Dezad fhall live <~ a Life that, never dies, %
And [ obtain tiy Place eternalinthe Skies: | 3
FINIS
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