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Puicr. 111. 12,

Not as tho> I bad already attained, either
were already perfelt.

1. THERE is fcarce any Expreffion
in Holy Writ, which has gi-
ven more Offénce than this.

The Word Perfesz is what many cannot

bear. The very Sound of it is an-Abomi-

nation to them. And whofoever preaches

Perfeition (as the Phrafe 1s) 7. ¢. afferts that

is attainable in this Life, runs great Hazard

of being accounted by them, -worfe than a.

Heathen Man or a Publican.

2.-And hence fome have adviled, whol-
" ly to lay alide the Ufe of thofe hxpwﬁions,
‘¢ becaufe they have given fo great Offence.”

But are they not found in the Oracles of
Gop ? If {o, by what Authority, can any
Mefienger of Gop lay them afide, even
tho’ all Men fhould be offended? We have |
not fo learned CurisT ; neither may we
thus give Place to the Devil.  'Whatloever

GOD hath fpoken, that will we fpeak, whe-
A 3 ther
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ther Men will hear, or whether they will
forbear : Knowing that then alone can any
Minifter of Curist be pure from the Bleod
of all Men, when he hath not fbunned to de-
clare unto them all the Counfel of God,

3. We may not therefore lay thefe Ex-
preflions afide, - feeing they are the Words
of God, and not of Man. But we may,
and ought to explain the Meaning of them;
that thofe who are fincere of Heart, may
not err to the Righr-hand or to the Left,
from the Mark of the Prize of their high
Calling. And this 1s the more needful to
be done, becaufc in the Verfe already re-
peated, the Apoftle fpeaks of himielf as not
perfect 5 Not, faith he, as tho® I were alrea-
dy perfel. And yet immediately after, in
the fifteenth Verfe, he fpeaks of himfelf,
yea and many others, as perfect. Let us,
faith he, as many as be perfeft, be thus™
wminded.

4. In order therefore to remove the Dif-
ficulty arifing from this feeming Contradic-
tion, as well as to give Light to them who
arc prefling forward to the Mark, and that
thofe who are lame be not turned out of the
Way, 1 {fhall endeavour to thew,

Firfty
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Firft, In what Senfe Chriftians are #oz;
and,

Secondly, In what Senfe they are perfeZ.

I.) 1. In the firft Place I fhall endeavour
to fhew, 1n what Senfe Chriftians are no¢s
perfed. And both from Experience and
Scripture 1t appears, firft, that they are not
perfect in Knowledge : They are not /o per-
fe€t in this Life, as to be free from Igiic-
rance, They know, 1t may be, 1n com-
mon with other Men, many Things relat-
ing to the prefent World : And they know,
with regard to the World tocome, the ge-
neral Truths which God hath revealed.
‘They know likewife (what tbe natural Man
receiveth not 5 for thefe Things are fpiritu-
ally difcerned) What Manner of Love it is,
wherewith the Father bath loved them, that
they fhould be called the Sons of Gody They
know the mighty Working of bis Spirit in
their Hearts, and the Wildom of his Pro-
vidence, .direting all their Paths, and cau-
fing all Things to work togéther for their
Good. Yea, they know 1in every Circum-
ftance of Lifc, what the Lord requireth of
them, and how 7o keep @ Confcience void of

Offence both toward God and toward Man.

2. But-
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2. But mnumerableare the Thungs which
they kuow not. Touching the Almighty Hins-
felf, they cannot fearch Him ot to Perfeéiion.
Lo, thefe are but a Pait of bis Ways s but
the Tounder of bis Power, wbho can undsy-
Sftand 2 They cannot underftand, I will not
fay, how there are Three that bear Record in
Heaven, the Father, the Son, and the Foly
Spirity, and thefe Three are One; Or how the
eternal Son of God zook upon Himfelf the
Form of a Servant : But not any one Attri-
bute, not any one Circumftance of the Di-
vine Nature. Neither is it for them #o
know the Times and Seafons, when God will
work his great Works upon the Earth ; no,
not even thofe which he hath in part re-
vealed, by his Servants the Prophets, {ince
the World began., Much lefs do they
know, when God having accomplifhed the
Numler of bis Elell will baften bis Kingdom :
When the Heavens fhall pafs away with a
great Noife, and the Elements fball melt with
fervent Heat,

3. They know not the Reafons even of
many of his prelent Diipenfations with
the Sons of Men: But are conftrained to
reft here, Tho* Cluds and Darknefs are
round about bim, Righteoufie(s and Fudement

are tbe Habitation of bis Seat, Yea, often
with
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with regard to his Dealings with themfelves
doth their Lord {ay unto them, 2bat I do,
thou knoweft not wow s but thon [halt krnow
bereafter. And how little do they know,
of what Is ever before them, of even the
vifible Works of his Hands? How 2e
[fpreadeth the North over the empty Place, and
bangeth the Earth upon notbing? How he
unites all the Parts of this vaft Machine by
a {fecret Chain which cannot be broken? So
reat is the Ignorance, {o very little the"
%(nowledge of even the beft of Men.,

2.) 4. No one then is fo perfe&t in this
Life, as to be free from Ignorance. Nor,
fecondly, from Miftake which indeed is aly
meft an unavoidable Confequence of it 3
feeing thofe who know but in part, are ever
hable to err, touching the Things which
they know not. *Tis true, the Children of
God do not miftake, as to the Things ef=
{fential to Salvation. They do not put Dark-
nefs for Light, or Light for Darknefs, neiw
ther feek Death in the Error of their Life.
For they are taught of God, and the Way
which he teaches them, the Way of Holi-
nefs is {o plain, that zbe wayfaring Man,
tho* a Fool, need not err therein. But in
‘Things uneflential to Salvationt, they do

err, and that frequently. The beft and
T wifeft
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wifelt of Men are frequently miftaken, e-
ven with regard to Faéts: Believing thofe
Things not to have been, which really
were, or thofe to have been done, which
were not. Or fuppofe they are not miifta-
ken asto the Fact itfelf, they may be, with
regard to its Circumitances ; believing them,
or many of them, to have been quite dif-
ferent, from what in Truth they were. And
hence cannot but arife many farther Mi-
ftakes. Hence they may believe cither paft
or prelent Actions, which were, orareevil,
to be good ; and fuch as were, orare good,
to be evil. Hence alfo they may judge,
not according to T'ruth, with regard to the
Charalters of Men: And that not only by
fuppofing good Men to be better, or wicks:
ed Mcn to be worfe than they are ; but by
believing ithem to have been, or to be good
Men, who were, or are very wicked : Or,
perhaps, thofe to have been, or to be wick-
ed Mo, who were, or are holy and unre-
provezble, |

5. Nay, with regard to the Holy Scrip-
tures themfielves, as careful as they are to
avold it, thc beft of Men are liable to mi-
ftake, and do miftake Day by Day : Efpe-
cially, with reipeét to thofe Parts thereof,
which lefs immediately relate to-Praltice.

Hence
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&4 Hence even the Children of ‘God are not
“ agreed, as to the Interpretation of many
. Places in Holy Writ: Nor 1s their Diffe-
ﬁ rence of Opinton any Proof that they are
+1 not the Children of God on either Side,
g1 But it is a Proof, that we are no more to
B cxpelt any living Man, to be infallible than
i to be ommifcient.

g 6. I 1t be objected to what has been ob-
¢ ferved under this and the preceding Head,
B that St. Fobn Ipeaking to his Brethren in
¥ the Faith, fays, Ye bave an UniZion from.
X the boly One, and know all Things, 1 John
¢ 11, 20, The Anfwer is plain, ¢ Ye know
# << all Things that are needful for your Soul’s
t < Health,”” That the Apoftle never de- -
§ figned to extend this farther, that he could.
i not {peak 1t in an abfolute Senfe, is clear
| firft from hence, that otherwife he would
| delcribe the Difciple as above bis Mafters
{feeing Chrift Himlelf, as Man, knew not
all ‘Things.—Of tbat Hour, faithhe, know-
et not the Son, but the Father only. I is
clear, fecondly, from the Apoftle’s own
Words that follow, Tkefe Things bave I
writlen ynto you, concerning them that de-
cerve you : as well as from his frequently re-
peated Caution, Let #o Man deceive you ;
which had been altogether needlefs, hadhnot
| thofe
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thofe very Perfons, who had that Uné&ion

from the Holy One, been liable not to Ig-
norance only; but to miftake alfo,

2. Even Chriftians therefore are not /2
perfect, as.to be free either from Ignorance
or Error. = We may, thirdly, adds; nor
from Infirmities. Only let us take Care to
underftand this Word aright. Let us not
give that foft Title to known Sins, as the
Minner-of .fomeis, So, one Man tells us,
<¢ Every Man has his Infirmity, and mine
is Drunkennefs s ** Anothér - has the Infii-
mity of Uncleannefs; another of taking
God’s holy Ndme in vain. And yet another
has the Inhrmity. of calling his Brother,
Thou Fool, or returning Railing for Railing.
It is plain,. that all you who thus fpeak,
with your Infirmities, if ye repent not,
fhall go quick into Hell. But I mean here-
by, not only thofe which are properly terms-
ed bodily Infirmities, but all thole inward or
outward Imperfcctions, which are not of a
moral Nature. Such are Weaknefs or Slow-
nefs of Underftanding, Dullnefs or Confu-
fednefs of Apprehenfion, Incoherency of
Thought, irregular Quicknefs or Heavinefs
of Imagination, Suci: (o mention no more
of this Xind) is, the Want of a ready or
of a retentive Memory.. Such, in ancther

Kind



T

e Yt TR

L 13 ]

Kind are, thofe which are commonly 1n
fome Meafure confequent upon thefe :
Namely, Slownefs of Speech, Impropriety
of Language, Ungracefulnefs of Pronunci-
ation ; o which one might add a thoufand
namelels Defelts, ather in Converfation or
Behaviour, Thefe are the Infirmities which
are found in the beft of Men, 1n a larger or
{maller Proportion. And from thefe none
can hope to be perfeétly freed, till the Spi-
rit returns to God that gave 1it.

8. Nor can we expeét till then, to be
wholly free from Temptation. Such Per-
feCtion belongeth not to this Life. It 1s
true, there are thole who being given up
to work all Uncleannefs with Greedlheﬁs
{carce perceive the Temptations which they
refift not, and fo feem to be without Temp-
tation, There are alfo many whom the
wife Enemy of Souls jeeing to be faft afleep
in the dead Form of Godlinefs, will not
tempt to grofs Sin, left they fhould awake
before they drop into everlafting Burnings.
I know, there are alfo Chlldren of God,
who being now juftified freely, having found
Redemption in the Blood of Chrift, for the
prefent feel no Temptation.  God hath faid
to their Enemies, ouch not mine Anointed,
and do my Children no Harm, And for this

B Seafon,
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Seafon, i1t may be for Weeks or Months,
he cauleth them to 7ide on the bigh Places,
he beareth them as o Eagles Wings, above
all the fiery Darts of the wicked One. But
this State will not laft alway:, as we may
learn from that f{ingle Conficcration, that
the Son of God himielf, in the Days of his
Flefth, was tempted even to the End of his
ILife. Therefore {o let his Servants expect
to bes for it is enough that be be as his

Mafter. »

9. Chriftian Perfection therefore does not
imply (as fome Men {eem to have imagin®d)
an Exemption erther from Ignorance or
Miftake, or Infirmities or Temptations,
Indeed it is only another Term for Holi-
nefs.” They are two Names for the fame
Thing. Thus, every one thatis perfect 1s
holy 3 and every one that 1s holy, isin the
Sciipture Senfe, perfet. Yet we may,
laftly, obferve, that neither in this Refpect
is there any abfolute Perfetion on Earth.
There is no Perfeition of Degrees, as it 18
termed ; none which does not admit a con-
tinual Increafe. So that how much foever
any Man hath attained, or in how high a
Degree foever he is perfe€t, he hath ftill
neced to grow in Grace, and daily to ad-

vance
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vance in the Knowledee and Love of God
hiis Saviour.

I1.) 1. In what Senfe then are Chrifti«
ans perfect? This is what I fhall endcavour,
in the {econd Place, to thew. Buat it {hould
be premiled, that there are feveral Stages
in Chriftian Life as well as in natural :
Some of the Children of God being but
new-born Buabes ; others having attained to
more Maturity, And accordingly St. Fobn,
in his fivft Epiftle (c. i1, 12. &¢.) appliés
himlelf feverally, to thofe he terms little
Children, thofe he ftiles young Men, and
thofe whom he intitles Fathers. [ worite
unto you, [little Children, f{aith the Apoltley
becaufe your Sins ave forgiven you: Becaufe
thus far ye have attained, being jufified
freely, you bave Peace with God, thro fefis
Chrift. I write unto you, young Men, be-
canfe ye have overcome the wicked One 3 or (as
he afterwards adds) becanfe ye are ftrong,.
and the Word of God abideth in you. Ye
have quenched the fiery Darts of the wick~
ed One, the Doubts and Fears, wherewith
he difturbed your firft Peace, and the Wit-
nefs of God hat your Sins are forgiven, now
abideth in your Heart. 1 write untoyon, Fathers,.
becaufe ye bave known bim that is from the
Beginning. Ye have known both the Father'

| B 2. and-
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and the Son, and the Spirit of Chrift in
your inmoft Soul.  Ye are perfei? Mo, be-
119 girconr up to the wleafure of the bf(zfzﬁ’
of the Fulncfs of Chrift.

2. It is of thefe chiefly I fpeak in the
latter Part of this Difcourfe. For thefe on-
ly are properly Chriftians. But even Babes
in Chrift are in {fuch a Senfe perfceét, or
born of God (an Expreflion taken alfo indi-
vers Senfes) as hrft, Not to commit Sin,
1f any Doubt of this Privilege of the Sons
of God, the Quettion 1s not to be decided
Ly abitract Reafonings, which may be drawn
out into an endlefs Length, and lecave the
Point juft as it was before.  Neither is it to
be determined by the Experience of this or
that palticular Perfon. Many may {up-
po” they do not commit Sin, when they
do; but this proves nothing either Way,

To ihe Law ani to the Tefiimony we ap-
veal. Les God be triue, and every Man a Li-

ar. By his Word will we abide, and that
alone. IHercby we ought to bejudged.

3. Now the Word of God plainly de-
clares, that even thofc who are juftified,
who are born again in the loweft Senfe, 4o
not continue i Sin y that they cannot Jiwve

any longei therein (Rom. vi. 1, 2.) that they
- arc
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are planted topether into the Likencfs of the
Death of Chrift (Verle 5.) That their o/d
Man is crucijied <with bim, the Body of Sin
being d firoyed, fo that thenceforth they do not
ferve Sin s that being dead with Chrift, they
are freed from Sin (Verfes 6, 4%.) That they
are dead unto Sin, and alive unto God (Verfe
11.) ‘That Sz bath not Dominion cver them,
who are xo? under the Law, but under Graoce s
but that thele éeing made free frow: Sin, are
become the Servants of Righteoufnefs, Verles
14, 18,

4. 'The very leaft which can be implied-
in thefe Words, 1s, that the Perfons fpoken
of therein, namely, all real Chriftians or

elievers 1n Chrift, are made free from
outward Sin. And the fame Freedom -
which St. Pazl here exprefies in fuch Vari-
ety of Phrafes, St. Peter exprefles in that-
one (1 Pet. wv. 1, 2.) He that bath fuffered
in the Flefb, bath ceafed from Sin,—that be
10 longer fbould live—to the Dczfires of Men,
but to the Will ¢f God. For this ceafing from
Sin, 1f 1t be 1nterpreted in the loweft Senfe,.
as regarding only the outward Behaviour,.
muft denote the cealing from the outward
Alt, from any outward Tranfgrefiion of
the Law. 2

: ¢

B 3 5. But
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5. But moft exprefs are the well known
Words of St. Yobn, in the third Chapterof
his firft Eplﬂle, Verle eight, &Fc. Fle that
coiimitteth Sin is of the Dewl [for the De-
vil finneth from the Beginning. For this Puy-
pofe the Son of God was manifeft, that be
iight deftroy the Works of the Devil. Who-
Joever is born of God, doth not commit Sin.
For bis Sced remaineth in bim, and be cannot
fin, becanfe he is born of God. And thofe
in the fifth, Verle 18. e know that who-
focver is born of God finneth not. But be
that is begoiten of God keepeth bimfelf, and
that wwicked Qize toucheth bim not.

6. Indeed 1t 1s faid, this meansonly, He
finneth not wi/fuly ; or, he doth not com-
mit Sin babitvallyy or, not as other Mer do ;
or, 0t as be did before. But by whom is
tlis fatd ? By St. Fobnz 2 No. There 1s no
fuch Word 1n the Text : Nor 1n the whole
Chapters ; nor in all this Epiftle; nor in
any Part of his Writings whatfoever. Why

then, the beft Way to “anfwer a bold Affer-
tion is, [imply to deny it, And if any
Man can prove 1t from the Word of God,
Jct him bring forth his ftrong Reafons.

... And a Sort of Reafon there is, which
has been frequentily brought to fupport thele

{trange Adlertions drawn from the Examples
recorded
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recorded in the Word of God, ¢¢ What, fay
they, did not Abrabam himfelf commit
Sin, prevaricating and denying his Wife 2

Did not Mofes commit Sin, when he pro-*

voked God, af the Waters of Strife 2 Nay,
to produce one for all, did not even David,
the Man after God’s own Heart, commi: Sin,
in the Matter of Uriab the Hiltite, even
Murder and Adultery ?*” It 1s moft fuge he
did. All this is true.  But what 1s it you
would infer from hence? It may be grant-
ed, fir/t, That David, in the general Courfe
of his Life, was one of the holiet Men
among the Fews. And, fecondly, That the
holieft Men among the Fews did fometimes
eommit Sin. But if you would hence infer,
that all Chriftians do, and muft commit Sir,
as long as they live: I'nis Confequence we -
utterly deny. It will never follow from
thofe Premifles. .

8. Thofe whoargue thus, feem never to
have confidered that Declaration of our
Lord (Matth. x1. 11.) Verily I fay unto you,
among them that are born of Women, there
bath not rifen a greater than Fobn the Ba p11f2,
Notwithfianding, be that is leaft in the ng-— |
dom of Heaven is greater than be. 1 fear in-
deed there are fome who have 1magined .

She Kingdom of Heaven here, to mean the ™ -

chr...
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Kingdom of Glory: As if the Son of God had
quft ¢ hiLOVE‘ICd to us, that the leaft glorified
Saint in Heaven is greater than any Man
upon arth! T'o mention this is fufliciently
to refute 1t "There can therefore no Doubt
be made but e Kingdin of Heaven here,
(as in the following Verfe, where 1t is faid
to be taken by Foice) or, the Kingdoms of God,
as St. Luke exprefles 1t, is that Kingdom of
God on Earth, whereunto all true Believers
in Chrift, all real Chriftians belong. 1In
thefe Words then our Lord declares two
Things. Firff, That before his coming in
the Flefth, among all the Children of Men,
there had not been one greater than 7obn
the Baptiff : Whence it ev}dem]y follows,
that neither Arabam, David, nor any Few
was greater than Fobn, . Our Lord, ficond-
/v, declares, that he which i1s lealt 1n the
Kingdom of God (in that Kingdom which
he came to fet up on FEarth, and which
the Violent now began Zo take by Force) 1s

areater than he. The plain Confequence
1s, the leaft of thefe, wlio have now Chrift
for their King, 1s m-f ior than Aérabam
or David, or any _:,7[—-:;: cver was.  None
of them was cver greacer than Fobn.  But
the leafl of rtheie 15 gronter than he. Not
a greater Prophot 7as foimie have interpret-
cd the Word) for this 1s palpably falfe

in

O
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in Fa&, But greater in the Grace of God,
and the Knowledge of our Lord efus
Chrift. Therefore we cannot meafure the
Privileges of real Chriftians, by thofe for-
merly given to the Fews. Their Miniftra-
tion (or Dipenfation) we allow was glori-
ous 3 but ours exceeds in Glory., So that
wholfoever would bring down the Chriftian
Difpenfation to the Fewi/h Standard, who-
foever gleans up the Examples of Weak-
nefs, recorded in the Law and the Pro-
phets, and thence infers, that they who
have put on Chrift, are indued with no great-
er Strength, doth greatly err, neither know-
ing the Scriptures, nor the Power of God.

9. ¢ But 'are there not Affertions in
¢ Scripture which prove the fame Thing,
¢¢ 1f 1t cannot be inferred from thofe Exam-
¢ ples ? Dwoes not the Scripture fay ex-
“ prelly, Ewven a jut Man finneth [eveir
¢ Times a Day?? I anfwer, No. The
Scripture {fays no fuch Thing, Thereisno
fuch Text in all the Bible. That which
feems to be intended is the fixteenth Verfe .
of the Twenty fourth Chapter of zbe Pro~
verbs: ‘The Words of which are thefe, A4
Juft Man falleth feven Times, and rifeth up
againn, But this is quite another Thing.
For, fir/t, the Words @ Day, are not in the

, Text,
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Text. So that if a jult Man falls feven
T'imes in his Life, 1t 1s as much as is af-
firmed here.  Secondly, Here 1s no Mecention
of falling info Sin at all 5 what 1s here men-
tioned 1s, falling into temporal Affliffion. This
plainly appears from the Verfc before, the
‘Words of which are thefe: Lay »not wait,
O wicked Man, againft the Dweling of the
Righteous s [poil not bis Refting-place. 1t
follows, For a juft Nan falleth [even Times,
and rifeth up again : But the Wicked fhall fall
znto Mifchief. As if he had faid, ¢ God
will deliver him out of his Trouble, But
when thou falleft, there fhall be none to
deliver thee.”

10. But however in other Places, conti-
nue the Obje&tors, Solomon does aflert plain-
ly, There is no Man that finneth not (1 Kings
viii. 46. 2 Chron. vi. 36.) yea, there is not
a jufp Man upon Earth that doth Good, and
Srineth not (Ecclef, vii, 20.) I anfwer, With-
out Doubt, thus it was, in the Days of So-
josmon. Yea, thus it was, from Adam to
Mofes, from Mofes to Solomon, and from
Sclemon to CHrisT. ‘There was zhen no
Man that finned not, Even from the Day
that Sin entered into the World, there was
not a juft Man upon Earth that did Good,

and finned not, ##t// the Son of God was
manifefted
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manifetted o fake away our Sinzs. It isun.
queftionably true, that the Heir, as long as
be is a Child, diffcreth nothing from a Ser-
vant. And that ever fo they (all the holy
Men of old, who were under the Fewifb
Difpenfation) were, during that Infant-ftate
of the Church, i» Bondape under the Es
lerients of the World. But when the Fulnefs
of the Time was come, God fent forth bis Son,
made under the Law, fo redeem them that
wwere unacr the Law, that they might receive
the Adoption of Sans; that they might re-
ccive that Grace which is now made manifeff
by the appearing of our Saviour, Fefus Chrift,
who hath abolifbed Death, and brought Life
and Immortality to Light thro® tbe Go/pel,
(2 Tim. 1. 10,) Now therefore they @re #o
sore Servants, but Sons., So that whatfoe-
ver was the Cafe of thofe under the Law,
we may fafely affirm wich St. Fobn,. that

fince the Gofpel was given, He that is: &am
of God, finneth not. T

r1. It is of great Importance to obférve
and that more carefully than is common]y
done,the wide Difiference there 1s between the
jﬂwsz and the Chriftian Difpenfation : And
that Ground of 1t which the fame Apoftle af-
igns 1n the {feventh Chapter of his Gofpel,
VCJ 38, &c. Atter he had there related thofe

WYWords
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Words of our blefled Y.ord, He that belico-
eth o me, as the Scripture bath foid, ont of
his Belly Jball flowo Rivers of living Water,
he immediately {ubjoins, This [pake be of
the Spirit, @ EweANOY AepPevey 0t TigeUovTes Eig
gurov, which they who fhotld believe on bim,
were afterwards to receive. For the Holy
Ghoft was wnot yet given, becayfe that Fefus
was not yet glorified, Now the Apoftle can-
not mean here (as fome have taught) That
the Miracle-working Power of the Holy
Ghoft was not yet given. For this was gi-
ven ; our L.ord had given it to all his Apo-
ftles, when he firft {fent them forth to preach
the Gofpel. He then gave them Power o-
ver unclean Spirits to caft them out ; Power
" 20 beal the Sick, yea, to raife the Dead. But -
the Holy Ghoft was not yet given in his
fanctitying Graces, as he was afrer Jefus
was glorified. It was then when be afcend-
ed-up on bigh, and led Captivity Captive, that
he received thofe Gifts for Men, yea, even
for the webellions, that the Lord God might
dwell among them. And wbhenr the Day of
Pentecoft was fully come, then firft 1t was,
that they who waited for the Promife of the
Fathery, were made more than Conquerors
over Sin, by the Holy Ghoft given unto
them,

12. T hat
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| 12. That this great Salvation from Sin
~was not given will Jelus was glorthe., St
. Peter alfo plamnly teftifies ; where {peaking
. of his Brethren in the Flofb, as now recéiv-
“ing the End of their Faith, the Salvation of
gtbez'r Souls, he adds (1 Pet. 1. 9, 10, 5¢.)
i Of which Salvation the Prophets bave en-
) quired and fearched diligently, wbo propheficd
Z of the Grace (1. e. the gracious Difpenfation)
' that [bould “come unto you : Searching what,
| or what Manner of Time the Spirit of Chrift
which was in them did fignify, when it tefti-
fed before band the Sufferings of Chrift and
the Glories (and the glorious Salvation) that
thould follow. Unto whoin it was revealed,
That not unto themfclves, but unto us they did
minifter, the Things which are now reported
unto you by them that bave preached the Gofpel
unto you, with the Holy Ghoft fent down from
Heaven (viz. at the Day of Pentecoft, and
fo unto all Generations, into the Hearts of
all true Believers.) On this Ground, even
the Grace wbich was brought unto them by the
Revelation of Fefus Chrift, the Apoftle might
well build that ftrong Exhortation, #here-
fore girding up the Loyns of your Mind,—
as he which bath called you is koly, (o be ye
boly in all Manner of Converfation.

C 13. Thofe
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13. Thole who have duly confidered
thefe Things muflt aHow, that the Privile-
oes of Chuimnq are in no wile to be mea-
fured by what the Old Teflament records
concerning thofe who were under the Few-
7D D:fpeniatlon : Secing the Fulnels of
T1imes 1s now come; the Holy Gheft is now
given : The great Salvatlon of- God. 1s
brought unto Men, by the Revelation of
jel"us Chrift. ~The ngdom of Heaven
1s now fet up on Farth ; concerning which
the Spirit of God declared of old (fo far 1s
David from being the Pattern or Standard
of Chriftian Perfeéhon) He that is feeble
among them at that Day, fball be as David ¢
And the Houfe of David fball be as God, as
the Angel of the Lord before them ( Zcch,
x1, 8.)

14. If therefore you would prove that
the Apoftle’s Words, He that is born of God,
Srizeth wmotfy are not to be underftood, ac-
cording to their plain, natural, obvious
Meaning, it is from the New Teftament
you are to bring your Proofs: Elfe you
wiul (ight as one that beateth the Air. And
the Lift of thefe which is ufually brought,
15 taken from the Examples recorded in the
New Teiiament, ¢ The Apoltles them-
“ie.ves (10 1s fad) committed Sin: Nay,

£6 th -
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<¢ the greatelt of them, Peser and Poul :
¢ St. Panl/, by his ftharp Contention with
i ¢« Barnabas, and St. Peter, by his Diflimu-
< lation atdutioch.””  Well; {uppofe both
,: Peter and Paul did then commit Sin: What
'is it you would infer from hence? That
iall the other Apeftles commited Sin fome-
itlmes?‘ There is no Shadow of Proof in
thIS Or, would you thence infer, That
L o'l the other Chriftians of the Apoftolic Age
2 committed Sin? Worfe and worfe ; this is
i fuch an Inference as one would imagine a
& Man 1n his Senfes could never have thought
2of. Or, will you argue thus? ¢ If two
jof the Apoftles did once commit Sin, then -
d 2] other Chriftians, in al] Ages, do, and will
g commit Sin as long as thev live,” Alas,
1my Brotherd a Child of common Under-
f {tanding, would be athamed of fuch Rea-
L {oning as this. Leaft of all can you with
jany Colour of Argument infer, ¢ That
lany Man maff commit “Sin art all.” No ;
|God forbid we fhould thus fpeak. No Ne-
ceflity of finning was laid upon Them. The
Grace of God was furely fufficient for them.

And 1t 7s fufficient for us at this Day. With
the Temptatlon which fell on zhem, there
was a Way to eicape ; as there 7s to every
Soul of Man in every Temptation. So that
whofocver i$ tempted to any Sin, need not

C 2 yeld 3
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yield; forno Man 1s tempted above that he
1s able to bear.

15. ¢ Bur St. Paul befought the Lord
thrice, and yet he could not ¢fcape from his
T'empration.” Let us confider his own

Words literally tranflated. Zhere was given)
to me, a Thori, to the Flefh, an Angel or
MNeflenger of Satan, to buffet me. Touching)
this I befought the Lord thrice, that it might}
depart from me. And be faid unto me, myk

Grace is fufficient for thee. For my Sirengthf
75 made perfelf in Weaknefs. Moft gladlyl

therefore will I ratber glovy in thefe my Weak-§

g

 wellesy that the Strength of Chrift may reft up-§,

on me. Thercfore I take Pleafure in Weak-|
neffes, for when I am weak, then am I}

16. As this Scripture is one of the ftrong }
flolds of the Patrons of Sin, 1t may be

proper to weigh it thoroughly. Let 1t be

obferved then, . fir/f, It does by no Means

appear, thatthis Thorn, whatfoever it was, |

occaflioned St. Pawu! to comnmit Sin: Much
lefs laid him under any Neceflity of doing
{fo. Therefore, from hence 1t can never be
proved that any Chriftian sz commit

Sin.  Secondly, The antient Fathers 1in-f.

form us, it was bodily Pain: A violent§
* ~ Head-]
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Head-ach, faith Terullian (de Pudic.) to

- which both Chryfoffom and St. Ferom agree.

_ mrﬂﬁ"'ﬁ" r .
- :m—-ﬂuamﬁ‘xm-n s twir

St. Cyprian * expreffes it a little more ge-
nerally 1n thofe terms, Many and grievous
Torments of the Fleofh and of the Body T
Thirdly, To'this exaltly agree the Apoftle’s
own Words, A Thorn to the Flefb, 2o [mite,
beat, or ézmﬁ't me. My Strength is made per-

feﬁ in Weaknefs. Which fame Word oc-

curs no lefs than four times in thefe two
Verfes only. But, fourthly, Whatfoever it
was, it could .not be either inward or out-
ward'® Sin. It could no more be mward
Stirrings, than outward Expreflions, of

- Pride, Anger, or Luft. This is manifeft

beyond all pofiible Exception, from the
Words that immediately follow, AZpf glad-
Iy will I glory in thefe my W efz/emﬁes, z‘/mz.'
toe Strengih of Chrift may veft upon me:
What? Did- he glory in Pride, in -An-
ger, in Luft'? Was it through thefe
Heaknefles, that:the Strength of Chrift reft-
ed upon him? He goeson; Therefore I
take Pleafure in kaﬁqﬂe.c s Jor when I am
weaky then am I firong; i. e. When Iam
weak " iz Body, then am-I ftrong 1 Spiriz,

But will any Man dare to fay, When I'am
C 3 weak

"
* De mortalitare.
t Carnss & corporis multa ac gravia tormenta.
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weaic by Pride or Luft, then I am {trong in
Spirtit? I call you all to record this Day,‘
who find the Strength of Chrift refting up-
on you, can yoz# glory in Anger, or Pride,
or Luft? Can you take Pleafure 1n zbefe In-
firmities ? Do zhefe Weaknefles make you
firong ? Would you not leap into Hell, .
were it poflible, to efcape them? Even by
yourfelves then judge, whether the Apoftle
could glory, and take Pleafure in them!
ILetit be, Jaftly, obferved, That this Thorn
was given to St. Pau/ ahove [fourteen Years
before he wrote this Epiftle: Which it-
clt was. wrote feveral Years before he
finithed his Courfe. So that he had after
this a long Courfe to run, many Battles
to fight, many Victories to gain, and
oreat Increafe to receive in all the Gifts of
God and the Knowledge of Jefus Chrift,
There from ary fpiritual | Weaknefs (if fuch
it had been) which he at tha: Time felt,
we could by no Means infer, that he was
never made ftrong, that Paxz/ the Aged, the
Father in Chrift, f{till laboured under the
{fame Weaknefles : That he was in no high-
cr State till the Day of his Death. From
all which it appears, that this Inftance of
St. Paul is quite foreign to the Queftion,

and does in no wife clath with the Afier-
tion
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~ tion of St. Fobn, He that is born of God,
- finneth not.

1%. ¢ But does not St. Fames direCtly con-
tradict this ? His Worcs are, In many Things
we offend all, Ch. 111. Ver. 2. And is not
offending the fame as commitiing Sin?** In
this Place I allow it 1s. I allow zbe Perfons
bere [poken of did commit Sin, yea, that they
all committed manv Sins. But whg are zbe
Perfons bere [poken of ¢ Why, thofe many
Mafters or Teachers, whom God had not
fent (probably the fame waiz AMern, who
taught that Faith without Works, which is
fo fharply reproved in the preceding Chape-
ter.) Not the Apoftle himfelf, nor any
real Chriftian; Thatin the Word we (ufed
by a Figure of Speech, common in all o-
ther, as well as the infpired Writings) the
Apoitle could not poflibly include himfelf,
or any other true Believer, appears evident-
ly, jir2, From the Ufe of the fame Word,
in the ninth Verfe; Therewith (faith he)
blefs we God, and therewith curfe we Men.

Out of the fame Mouth proceedeth bleffing and
curfing. T'rues; but not out of the Mouth
of the Apoitle, nor of any one who is in
Chrift a new Creature, Secondly, From the
Verfe immediately preceding the Text, and
manifeflly connected with it, - My Brestbren,

be
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be ot rviany Llafiers (or Teachers) Anowwing
ihat we fball receive the greater Condensna--
ion : For in many Things we offend all: "Wel
‘Who? Not the Apoftles, not true Baliev-
ers 3; but tiiey who knew they fhould ¢~
ceive the greater Condemination, becaufe. of
thofe many Ofences: - But this could not-be'
jpoke of the Apoftle him{elf, or of any who -
trod in his Steps; leeing. there is #o Con-
dewmnation for them, who walk not after the
Flefh, bur aftei the Spirit.- Nay, thirdly,
The: very Verfe itfelf proves,- that we of-
fend all, cannot be {poken, either of all Men,
or of all Chriftians; for in it there immedi-
ately follows the Mention of a Man who
offends not, as’the we firft mentioned did :
From whom therefore he is profefiedly con-
tradiftinguifhed, and pronounted, & perfels
Man. | |

18. So clearly does St. Fames explain
himfefelf, and hAx the Meaning of his own.
Words., Yet left any one fhould {till re-
main in doubt, St. Fokn, -writing many
Years after St.. Fames, puts-the MVEtter in-
tirely out of Diipute, by the exprefls De~
clarations above recited, - But here a frefh
Difficulty may arifc:  How fhall we recon-
cile St. Fobr with himfelf? In one Place he
declares, ¢ Hibofoever is-born of God, doth not

03128
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conemit Sin’®  And, again, e know that
be awbich is born of God, fiuneth not. And
yet in another he faith, JIf we fay that we
bave 1o Sin, we deceive ourfelves, and the
Truth is not in us. And again, If we [ay
that we bhave not finned, we make bim a Liar,
and bis Word is not in us.

19, As great a Difficulty as this may at
firft appear, 1t vanifhes away 1f we obferve,
fivft, That the tenth Verfe fixes the Senfe
of the eighth:- If we fay we bave no Sin,
in the former, being explained by, If we
fay we bave not finned, 1n the latter Verle.
Secondly, "T'hat the Point under prefent Con-
fideration i1s not, whether we bave or bave
not finned beretofore 3 and -neither of thefe
Verfes aflerts, that we do fin, or commit
Sin now. Thirdly, ‘That the ninth Verfe

explains both the eighth and tenth 3 If

we confefs our Sins, be is faithful and juf?
to forgive us our Sffz}, and to cleanfe us

from all Unrighteoufnefs : 1if he had

faid, ¢ I have betore af’irmed the Blood

of _‘}‘eﬁu Chrif} cleanfeth us from ol Sin. But

let no Man fay, I necd it not: I have no.

Sin to be cleanfed from. If we fay that we
bave no Sin, that we bave not finned, we de-
ceive ourfelves, and make God a Liar. But

if we confefs our Sins, he is faithful and

Juft,

o
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juit, not only to forgive our Sins, but al«
fo to cleanfe us from all Unrighteouf-
nels, that we may go and fin no more,”®

20, Ot. fobn therefore 1s well confiftent
with himfelf, as well as with the other ho-
ly Writers: As will yet more evidently ap-
pear, if we place all his Affertions touching
this Matter iIn one View. He declares,
Jirfts ‘The Blood of Jefus Chrilt cleanfeth
us from all Sin. Secondiy, No Man can fay,
1 have -not f{inned, T have no Sin to be
cleanfed -from. Thirdly, But God is ready
both to forgive our paft Sins, and to fave
us from them for the Time to come. Fouyth-
Ly, Thefe Things I write unto yon, {aith the
Apoftle, that ye may not fin: But-if eny
Main fhouid fin, or bave finned (as‘the Word
{hould rather be rendered) he need not con-
tinve m Sin, {eeing we have un Advocate
wiih the Father, Fefus Chrift the Righte-
ois. Thus far all is clear. But left any
Poubt fhould remain, in a Point of fo vaft.
Importance, the Apoftle refunmres ‘this Sub-
jo¢t 1n the third Chapter, and largely ex-
plains his own Mecaning. -Little Children,
faith he, let no Man deceive you (as tho’ 1
had given any Encouragement to thofe that
continue in Sin.) He that doth Righteost/-
wefs, is righteous-even as He is righteous. -}He

ioak
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that. committeth Sin is of the Devil: For the,
Devil. fineth - from the Beginning., Fer this
Purpoje the Son of God was manifefled, that
he might. deftroy the Works of the Devil, WWho-
Joever is bovn of God doih not. commit Sin e,
i For his Seed remaineth-in bim, and be cannot
Ejf Sins becaufe be is born of God, In this the
s Children. of God. are manifeft,. and the Chil-.
dren of the Devil (Verfes v7,—r10.). Here-
‘? thie Point, which tll then might poflibly-
3
i

- \;L—H

have. adnitted of fome Doubt in weak.
Minds;, is - purpofely: fettled by the laft of
the infpired ‘Writers; and decided-in the.
cleareft Manner. In -Conformity therefora
both to the Dottrine of 'St. Yobn, and to.
| the whole Tenor of the: New Teftament, -
» we fix this Conclufion, ¢ A Chyriftian. is fo.
far perfect, as not to commit Sin, . |

21. This 1s the glorious Privilege of eves
ry Chriitian, yea, tho’ he be but 2 Bade in
 Chrift; But 1t is only of thofe who gzre:
éﬂmng in the Lord, and bave overcome the
Fwicked ome, or rather of thofer who. Aave:

known bim that is from the Beginning, that
it can be affirmed they are in fuch.a Senfe.
perfect s as, fecondly, to be freed from ®vil
Thoughts, and evil Tempers. Fir#, from
evil or finful Thoughts. But here let.it be
obferved, that Thoughts concerning Evil,.

are
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are not always evil Thoughts: That a
Thought concerning Sin, and a finful
Thought, are widely different. A Man,
for Inftance, may think of a Murder which
another has committed, and yet this is no
evil or finful Thought. So our bleflfed
Lord him{felf, doubtlefs thought of, or un-
derftood the Thmg {poken by the Devil,
when he faid, AU this will I give thee, zf
thou awilt fa[l dowwn- and worfbip me. Yet
had he no evil or {inful Thought, nor in-
deed was capable of -having any. And e-
ven hence it follows, that neither have real
Chrittians. For ¢very one that is perfelt is as
bis Mafter (LLukevi. 40.) Therefore, if he
was free from evil or fintul Thoughts, {o

are they likewile.

22, And indeed, whence fhould evil
Thoughts proceed, in the Servant who is
as his Mafter & QOut of the Heart of Man,
(if at all) proceed evil Thoughts (Mark vii.-
21,) If therefore his Heart be no longer
evil, then evil Thoughts can no longer pro-
ceed out of it. If the T'ree were corrupt,
- {o would be the Fruit;. but the Tree is
oood. The Fruit therefore 1s good alfo,
( Mattb x11. 33.) Our Lord himfelf bearing
Witnels, Every good Tree bringeth forth good

Fruit, A good Tree cannot bring forth evil
Fruit,




| 37 ]

'.. ; ’ i
- Fruit, as a corrupt Tree cannot bring fo: 15
- good Fruit, Matth, vii. 17, 18.

}: 23. The fame happy Privilege of real
3Chrifham., St Paul allerts from his own
# Experience.  The Weapons of our Warfare,
-’,fc faith he, are not carnal, but mighty through God
i 20 the pulfmg down of Strong-holds : C afting
8 down Imaginations (or Reafonings rather,
" for fo the Word Aoyicugs fignifies 5 all the
ji Reafonings of Pride and Unbelief againft
¥ the Declarations, Promifes or Gifts of God) *
| and every high Thing that exalteth ilfelf a-
gczm_/i' the Knowledge of Gods; and bringing
{ into Captivity every Thought 2o the Obedi-
emeqf Chriff, 2 Cor. x. 5, e,

* 24. And as Chriftians indeed, are freed
{ from evil Thoughts, fo are they, fecondly,
! from evil Tempers. This i1s evident from
¥ the abovementioned Declaration of our-
i Lord himfelf: T%e Difciple is not above bis
\ Mafler s but every one that is perfei? fball be
| as bis Mafter. He had been dehvermg juft
| before fome of the fublimeft Do&rmes of .
Chriftianity, and fome of the moft grie-
vous to Fleth and Blood. I jfay unto you,
love your Ememies, do Good to them which -
bate you : And unto bim that [miteth thee or

ibe one Check, offer a{ﬁ; the other.: Now thefe
he
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he well knew the World would not receive;
and therefore immediately adds, Can the
Blind lead the Blind ¢ Will they not both fall
into the Ditch 2 As it he had faid, ¢ Do
not confer with Flefh and Blood touching
thefe Things, with Men void of {piritual
Difcernment, the Eyes of whofe Under-
{tanding God hath not opened, left they
and you perifh together.” In the next
Verfe he removes the two grand Objeltions,
with which thefe wife Fools meet us at eve-
ry Turn, < Thefe Things are too grievous
to be born, or, ‘¢ They are too high to
be attained : > Saying, The Difciple is not
obove bis Majter : Therefore if I have fuf-
tered, be content to tread in my Steps. And
doubt ye not then, but I will fulfil my.
Word 5 for for every one that is perfec?, fpall
be as his Maeafter. But his Mafter was free
from all inful Tempers. So therefore is his
Difciple, even every real Chriftan.

25. Every one of thefe can fay with St. §
Paul, I am crucified with Chriff. Neverthe- §
lefs I live. 2etnot I, but Chrift liveth inme: §
~ Words that mantfefltly dcicribe a D:live-
rance from inward, as well as from outward
Sin.  This 1s expreﬂ%d both negatively, [
live not. My cvil Nature, the Body of Sim
is detiroyed : And pofitively 5 Chrift liveth

1
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i sie, and therefore all that 1s holy, and

jaft, and good. Indeed both thele, Chrifi

lfveth in me, and I live not, are infeparably
conneCted. Yor whas Communion bath Ligist

with Darknefs, or Chrift with Belial 2

- 26. He therefore who liveth in truc Be-
lievers, hath purified their Hearts by Faiiis :
Infomuch that every one that bath Chrift iu
bim, the Hope of Glory, purifieth himfelf ever
as be is pure (x Johniii. 3.) FHeis purified

from. Pride ; for Chrift was lowly of Hearr. -
He-1s pure from Self-will, or Defire; for
Chrift defired only to do the Will of his
Father, * and to finifh his Work. . And he
1S pure *from Anger, 1in the common-Senfe
of the Word ; - for Chrift was meek and

gentle, . patient ‘and long-fuffering. I fay,

in the common Senfe of the Word'; for all
Anger 1s not Evil. We read of our lL.ord
himlelf (Mark 111, 5.) that he once /looked
round with Anger. But with what Kind of
Anger ? The next Word fhews, curAvigue-
vog, bemg at the fame Time grieved for the
Hardnefs of their - Hearts. _Sb .then he
was angry at the Sin, and in thé fame Mo-
ment grieved far the Sinners. . Angry or
dilplealed af the Offence ; but {orry- for the

O_ﬁfﬂdﬁ‘i W th AI‘]CTL]‘ yea, I—Iatledf 'h_e: o

looked upon zbe T/amg s with Grief and
D.2 - Love

oy
b
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Love upon the Perfons. Go thou that are
perfect, and do likewife. Be thus anpry,

and thou fzuneft not : Feeling a Diiplicency
at every Offence againft God ; but only

l.ove and tender Compaﬁion to the Of.
fender.

27. Thus doth Jefus fave bis People from)
their Sins : And not only from outward Sins,]
but alfo from the Sins of their Hearts ;
trom evil Thoughts, and from evil Tem.|
pers. ¢ True, fay fome; we fhall thus be}
¢ faved from our Sins ; but not till D:ath,|
““ not in this World.”” But how are we|
to reconcile this with the exprefs Words of§
St. Jobn? Herein is our Love wade perfelt,}
that we may bave Bcldnels in the Day of]
Fudgment, becaufe as be is, fo are we in thish
World. The Apoftle here beyond all Con-§
tradiction fpeaks of himfelf and other living
Chriftians, of whom (as tho’ he had fore-§
{een this very Evafion, and fet himfelt tof
overturn it from the Foundation) he flatly$d
affirms, that not only at, or atter Death,/Z
but in this World, they are as their Mafter,§
1 fobniv. 17, :

28. Exaltly agreeable to this are his
Words i1n the firft Chapter of this Epuitle, §
(Verle 6, €9¢c.) God is Light, ard in him i}

1§
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o Darknels af al/,  If e walk in the Light
as He s in the Light, we baw Fellowwfbip one
with another, and the Blood of TFefus Chrift
his Son cleanfeth us from all Sinz. And again,
If we confefs our Sins, heis faithful and juf?
to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanfe us [ronz
all Unrighteoufnefs. Now i1t 1s evident, the
Apoftle here alfo fpeaks of a Decliverance
wrought 2 this World. For he faith not,
the Blood of Chrift will cleanfe (at the Hour
of Death, or in the Day of Judgment)
but it cleanfeth (at the Time prefent) #s (liv-
ing Chriftians) from all Sin. And it is e-
qually evident, that if any Siz remain, we
are not cleanfed from all Sin : It any Un-
righteoufnefs remain 1n the Soul, it 1s not
cleanfed from 4/] Unrighteoufnefs. Neither
let any Sinner againft his own Soul fay,
that this relates to Juftification only, or the
cleanfing us from the Guilt of Sinj jir/,
Becaufe this is confounding together what
the Apoftle clearly dlﬁmwu:ﬂleq ; who men-

| tions firft, 2o forgive us our Sins, and then

2o cleanfe us from all Uﬂrngféakzﬁzcﬁ Second-
Yy, Becaufe this is afferting Juftification by
Works in the ftrongeft Senfe poffible: Itis
making all inward, as well as outward Ho-
linefs, neceffarily previous to Juftification.
For if the cleanfing here Ipoken of is no
Other than the clc_anﬁng us from the Guilt

D3 | of -~
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of Sin, then we are not cleanfed from
Guilt; 7. e. arenot juftified, unlefs on con-
dition of walking in the Light, as be is in
the Light. It remains then, that Chriftians
are faved 1n this World from all Sin, from
all Unnighteoufnelss That they are now in
{fuch a fenfe pertect, as not to commit Sin,
and to be freed from evil Thoughts and evil
‘Tempers.

29. Thus hath the Lord fulfilled the
Things he {pake by his holy Prophets,
which have been f{ince the World began :
By Mofes in particular, faying (Deut. Xxx,
6.) I will cirewmcife thine Heart, and the
Heart of thy Seed, ts love the Lord thy God
with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul; by
David crying out, Create inme a clean Heart,
and renew a vight Spirit within me: And
moft remarkably by ZE=zekie/, 1n thole
Words, Thern wil] I [priunkle clean Water up-
cir you, and ye fhall be clean s from all your
Filthinels, and from al) your 1dols will I cleanfe
your. A new Heart alfo will I give you, and
a new Spirit will I put within you, and caufe
you to walk in my Statutes, and ye fball keep
i1y Fudgments, and do them.——2e [fball be wy
Peorle, and I will be your God. I will alfo
fave you from all your Uncleanneffes.—Thus
Jaith the Lord your God, in the Dagy that I

Shald
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fhall bave cleanfed you froume all your ILiqi-
tres—ihe Heathben  [hall know that I the Lord
build the ruined Places, ~— I the Lord hbave
fpoken it,—and I will doit, Izek, xxxvi.
25, .

30. Having therefore thefe Promifes, dear-
ly Beloved, both in the 1.aw and in the Pro-
phets, and having the prophetic Word con-
firmed unto us in the Goipel, by our blef-
{fed Lord and his Apoftles : Let uscleanfe our-
Selves from_all Filthinefs of Flefb and Spirit,
perfelting Holinefs in the Fear of God. Let
us fear lealt fo many Promifes being made
us of entring into bis Re/t (which he that hath
entered into, is ceafed from bis own HWorks)
any of us fhounld come fbort of it. This one
Thing let us do 5 forgetting thofe Things which
are bebind, and reaching forth unto z‘baﬁ Things
which are before, let us prefs toward the Mzzrfé
for the Prize of ikhe high Calling of God ix
Chrift Fefus : Crying unto him Day and
Night, till we alfo are delvered fmm the
Bandage of Corruption, into the glorzaxs L~
berty of the Sons of God, | .

T HE
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T H E

PROMISE

OF
SANCTIFICATION,

EzEKIEL xxxvi. 25, {Jc.

By the Reverend Mr. CHARL Eé WESLEY.

I. OD of all Power, and 7; ruth, and
Grace,
~ Which fhalf fram Ageto Age endure s
T hofe W ord, cvben Heavern and Earth fball paﬁ
Remains, and flands for ever f[ure.

o, Calmly to Thee my Soul looks-up,
And waits thy Promifes to prove s

The Objelt of my fedfafi Hope, ~
The Seal of thine Eternal Love.

3. That I thy Mercy may proclaim,

- That all Mankind thy Truth may [ee,
Hallow thy great and glorions Name,

And perfeci Holinefs in me. |
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4. Chofe from the World if now I fland
Adors?d iz Righicoufuefs divine,
If brought unto the promis’d Land,
I juftly call the Saviour mine ;

5. Perform the Work Thou baft begun,
My inmoft Soul to Thee conver::
Love me, for ever, love Thine oton,

And [prinkle with thy Biood my Heart.

6. Thy [anliifying Spirit pour
To guem/a my Thirfty and wafbh me demz 3
Now, Father, let the gracious Shower
Defiend, and make me pare from Sin.

v. Purge me from every finful Blot; =
My Idols all be caft afide : ’
Cleanfe me from every evil Thought ;
From all the Filth of Self and  Pride.

8. Give me a new, a perfect Heart,
' From Doubt, and Fear, and Sorrow frees
The Mind which was in Chri if} impart,
And let my Spivit cleave to Thee., -

9. O take this Heart ¢f Stone away, _
(Thy Rule it doth not, cannot own )
172 me no longer let it flay :
O take away this Heart of Stone,

10. The Hatred of my carnal Mind

Out of my Flefh at once remove 5
Give me a tender Heart, refign’d,

/Im’ pure,and fill °d 'wzt/.: Faith and Love.
11. Within
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e M/mbzfz me thy good Spirit place,
Sprritof Health, and Love; and Power
Plant zn ine thy villorions Gm*ce.,
And Sin fhall never enter mnore.

12. Caunfe me to walk i Chrift my Way,.
And I thy Statures [hall fulfil 5

iz every Point thy Law obey, .
Anud perfeiily perform thy Wil

13. Halt thou not [aidy, who tanft not lie,
- That I thy Law fball keep and do ?
Lord, I believe, 1bo? Men deny :

= Tbey all are falley Thut bon art true.

14. O that I now, from Sin releas’d,
Thy Werd might to the utmoft prove.. 4
Linter into the pmﬁm’d ‘Reft, -
. The Canann of thy perfeft Love I

15, There let me ever, ever dwells
Be thon my God, and I willbe

Thy Sevvant: O fet to thy Seal,
Give e eternal Life in thee.

10. Lo all remmaining Filib within
Let me in Thee Salvation have :
From affual, and from inbred Sin,

My ?’::zfz/bm’d Soul perfift to fave.
17. Weafb out my old orig’nal Stain :
- Tell me no more, It cannot be,

Demons or Men ! The Lamb was flaivty
His Blood was all pour’d out for me.

18, Sprinkle
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Y8, Sprinkle it N 2y Hegyrs !

Qe Drop of ¢hry a![—c!ma&gr Blood

Shall make 7Y Stafulnefs depart,

And fill me wwizh e Life of God

€ and rightepy; Lord, /7% .

/ L wait to proye 'Ry perfest i) - < /) K]
Be mindfyl of - thy Lracioys Word, V4
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z 5. Shew me bow foul my Heart bath beer:
When all renew’d by Grace I am
WWhen thor baft emptied me of Sin,
Sheww me the Fulnefs of my Shamnie.

26, Open my Faith’s interior Eye,
Difplay thy Glory from above ;
And all I am fball fink and die,
Loft in Afonifbment and Love.

27. Confound, o’erpower me with thy Grace-!
I would be by myfelf abbor’d,

( All Might, all Majefty, all Praife,
All Glory be to Chrift my Lord! )

28. Now let me gain Perfection’s Height! -
Now let me into Nothing fall!l -

Be lefs than Nothing in thy Sight,
And feel that Chrift is all in all!

F I N 1 8.



